Corvallis High School

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE; PREPARATION FOR THE FUTURE

Welcome to the fall!

There is just something that I have always loved about the beginning of September.
Even though summer break is officially over and the days are getting shorter, there is
just such a sense of hope and enthusiasm that goes along with the beginning of a new
school year. This year is going to be an amazing one for CHS. We have an incredible
new principal in Dawn Granger. She is talented, energetic, passionate about all kids,
and has a unique vision about what we can achieve as a school community. I want to
encourage all of you who have not had the opportunity to meet her yet to seek her out.
I anticipate that this year will be one where we continue our tradition of excellence
at CHS as well as work together to find creative ways to help make sure that every
student is learning and finding success in school.

We are also welcoming a new freshman class to our school this year. I have heard
from countless different people how great they are and what an asset they will be to
our school. From all that I have seen, the reports are true. This is a group of kids who
are incredible students who have already achieved a lot academically. They are also
talented athletes who have turned out in droves to add to our sports teams to continue
our tradition of excellence. But the thing that I have noticed already that sets them
apart is the way they treat one another. There is a sense that these kids are a family
and that they will work together to get things done. I am excited to have them join
our community of learners and am eager to see them grow and impact CHS over the
next four years.

One of the things that sets our school apart as such a special place to learn is the
commitment and involvement of our parent community. There are so many ways that
you could join in with fellow parents and educators in supporting student learning at
CHS. You could volunteer in the front office, in Beyond CHS, in the library, as a tutor,
for special events, or many other opportunities. If you are interested, please contact
Sherry Faller @ 757-5871 and she will be happy to help find a place for you to serve.

Ido want to encourage each of our CHS families to make a commitment to attendance
this year. If students aren’t in class, they miss out on so many opportunities to learn.
Please work with your kids to help them establish good attendance as a pattern early
in the year. It is so much easier to be successful if you have not dug yourself a hole
by missing class. As a staff, we will be working on making sure that every student
has connections with adults at school so that they will be more eager to make regular
attendance a priority. Every student at CHS is assigned an advisor. This year, those
advisor groups will meet weekly for a check-in, to work on educational planning
activities, and to make sure that all students are getting the necessary information for
their educational success. But more than that, this will be an adult who walks through
4 years of high school with the same small group of kids and can serve as an advocate
and support for them. We don’t want any student to be invisible at CHS and we hope
that this will help us in that goal.

Some things to be sure to remember:

1. September 17 is our Open House. Please come and get acquainted with your
students’ teachers and get a better understanding of what is going on at CHS.

2. September 22 is College Planning Night. This is an incredible opportunity for
students and their parents to get started in planning for life after high school — or at
least take a look at some of the possibilities.

3. The week of September 29 is Homecoming. Some of the highlights will be the
Power Puff football game (one of my favorite nights of the year), the bonfire, and the
Football game against Woodburn.

Thanks for all you do to support education in Corvallis and at CHS. It is truly a
privilege to work with your students.

—Go Sparts, Eric Wright
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Parent Connection

The Parent Connection (PC) is a group of parents, for parents and guardians, who
foster and facilitate communications within the CHS community. We have monthly
meetings around a topic of interest to the CHS parent and guardian community. This
month’s meeting is September 16th at noon in the CHS Band room and will feature
the new CHS principal Dawn Granger to discuss What’s New at CHS this Year. Come
join us!

More information can be found about PC on the CHS website at http://www.
csd509j.net/chs/Parents/CHS_Parent_Connection.htm .

PCprovidesthe CHS Parents Listserv to provide timely, CHS-related communication
through email. This includes electronic delivery of the newsletter, minutes from
PC meetings, announcements on parent/teacher conferences, etc. Instructions for
subscribing to the listserv can be found at http://www.csd509j.net/chs/Parents/PC_
ListServ.htm

Our first Parent Connection will meet on Tuesday, September 16 from noon to
1:00 in the CHS Band room.

We hope you will join us!

Student ID Photos

Students who
missed the August
26th student ID
make-up day from
9:00 to 2:00 will
need to make
individual arrangements with Mrs.
Begin at her attendance window to have
their pictures taken and ID cards made.
Picture retakes are scheduled for
Monday, Sept 29th from 8:00 to 2:00 in
room #233.

CHS Open House

September 16......... noon....... CHS Band Room .

October 21......... 7:00pM. .. tbd First Day

November18......... noon....... CHS Band Room of School -

December 16 ......... noon....... CHS Band Room

January20............ noon....... CHS Band Room WedneSday’

February 17........ 7:00pM ... tbd September 3

March17.............. noon....... CHS Band Room First day of school will be a

April21 ...l noon....... CHS Band Room n_‘l’lrmaltﬁLQL day. BIIJSSEtS

May19................ noon....... CHS Band Room Wit run thert normat routes
and times.

Open House at CHS will be held on
Wednesday, September 17 from 6:30
to 8:45 pm. Principal Dawn Granger
will briefly welcome parents and
guardians in the cafeteria. At 6:45
those attending will meet in their
student’s first period classroom.
Please ask your student to give you
the names and room numbers for
their teachers. Maps will be provided.
Plan to attend and learn more about
your child’s education.

Freshman and New Student
Orientation B-B-Q

On Tuesday, Sept 2, from 8 am to 1 pm, we
will have a Bar-B-Que at the high school for all
freshman and new students. The cost is $2.50 per person. Regular scheduled bus
routes will be running for these students, even though this is a non-school day.

Important Parking and Traffic Flow Information
As We Start the Year

This is just a reminder to observe the speed limits and traffic signs while on and
around the CHS campus. The school is very busy and can become congested at times.
Student safety is a priority and we appreciate your conscientious driving.

Just a reminder that the Buchanan parking lot is not a good place to drop off students
as the front of the building is an emergency vehicle access point. In the past our vigilant
Corvallis Police Department has reinforced this with citations.

The best way to drop off students is to enter the parent/student lot on 11th and
to exit on 11th as well. We will be locking the access gate which previously allowed
through traffic from 11th to 16th due to ongoing and growing safety concerns.

Please feel free to call the school and speak to Eric Wright, our assistant principal
at (541) 757-5871.

~D o~

(20) Minute
ADVISOR schedule

A Block 7:40 — 9:10
First Break 9:10 — 9:15
B Block 9:20 — 10:50

ADVISOR 10:55 - 11:15
Second Break 11:15 - 11:20

C Block 11:25 — 12:55
Lunch 12:55 - 1:35
D Block 1:40 — 3:10

Textbook Checkout

+ You will need your ID to check out
textbooks.

+ Put your name in your books as soon
as you get them, it will help you to
keep track of them and don't forget to
cover your books as it will help them
last longer.
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Do something different this year. Try Destination
ImagiNation®!

Destination ImagiNation (DI), sponsored by Corvallis 509J) Destination
Imagination Organization, is a creative problem-solving program for students in
grades kindergarten through 12. Imagine a program where kids have FUN learning
creative problem-solving skills, construction techniques, set and costume design,
script writing, and improvisation. This is DI! Students work in teams to create and
perform a solution to one of five challenges. Each challenge blends a different mix of
skills - some are more technical, some more mechanical or mathematical and others
are more theatrical in nature. Teams also perform an instant challenge, given to them
with just minutes to prepare. . There is a Rising Stars (non competitive) challenge for
k-2 and Project Outreach, a service project challenge, as an additional opportunity for
High School students only. Crazy? Yes! Fun? You bet!

How do teams form? Parents of interested students usually start the ball rolling.
Teams of 5 to 7 students are grouped by age or grade (k-2, 3-5, 6-8 and 9-12). While
teams are usually students from the same school, they can also be friends or neighbors.
Teams need an adult team manager who facilitates the meetings (training and materials
are included with registration). The registration costs are $70 per student ($50 for the
second student in a family) and only $30 for Rising Stars Participants. Teams form
in October and work some in the fall, but January and February are busiest as teams
prepare for the March regional tournament. Higher scoring teams progress to the
state tournament at Oregon State University in April.

Want to learn more? In Corvallis an Information Night and Registration will
be held October 7th at 7pm at the Cheldelin Middle School Cafeteria. For lots of
information about the program and its value, look at the national web site at:
www.destinationimagination.org. The Oregon website at www.oregondi.org
lists information and training dates, plus local contact information. Or call Karen
Anderson, 754-3811 Corvallis co-coordinator for information.

Health Room at CHS

Welcome to the ‘08/°09 school year.
Please remember that if your student
uses an inhaler or keeps an epi-pen or
ana-kit with them at school (which is
preferable), a medication form must
be filled out and on file in the health
room. Also, if you have signed the
self-medication form and retuned it to
the school, it means that your student
may bring a small amount of over-the-
counter medicine to school to take as
directed. They may not share it with
other students nor will any medication
be provided for them. Students may
have prescription medicine with
them only after filling out the proper
forms and following the dictates of
the district. Usual guidelines include
bringing only one dose in a clearly
marked prescription container and
being sure the school is aware that
the student has the medication. Also,
please be sure that a number where
you can be reached during the day is
on file as we will try and get in touch
with someone to get permission before
sending a student home ill. This
promises to be a great year. Please feel
free to call Cindy Gulledge with any
questions or concerns you may have.

CHS Counseling Department

The Counseling Department at Corvallis High School
is excited to begin working with all students for the
upcoming academic year! Danny Finnen and Josh Miller
are returning as full-time counselors along with two new
hires. Cathy Wright will join them as a full-time counselor
along with Deborah Lund as a part-time counselor.

2008-2009 Daily Bell Schedule

This year’s daily bell schedule follows. Classes are 95 minutes
in length. One-credit classes meet either on ODD days (usually
Monday/Wednesday) or on EVEN days (Tuesday/Thursday)
for 95 minutes; most Fridays ALL class periods meet for 45

minutes.
Cathy Wright worked as the Career Education Specialist
last year for Corvallis High School. She islooking forward Odd/Even All
to working with a wider range of students in helping them ABlock  7:40-9:15 Ist period  7:40-8:25
have a successful High School experience. Deborah Lund 2nd period  8:30-9:15
will be working half-time at Corvallis High School and Break 9:15-9:25
half-time at Cheldeln Middle School. She is a recent :
3rd d 9:30-10:15
graduate and brings a lot of experience in the field of Bblock 9:30-11:05 rh perfo ] )
mental health. 4th period 10:20-11:05
Our goal is to provide all students with the necessary Break 11:05-11:10 .
support to get the most out of their High School CBlock 11:15-12:50 Sth period  11:15-12:00
experience. This includes academic guidance, post-high 6th period 12:05-12:50
school planning and general counseling to help with Lunch 12:50-1:30
peers, crisis management and general problem solving. If ; 2C .
. 8 g IP . gil DBlock  1:35-3:10 7th period  1:35-2:20
you have any questions or concerns, please give us a call at 8thperiod  2:25-3:10

(541)757-5881 to schedule an appointment.




Corvallis High School Newsletter

September 2008

College Fair and Planning Night

I hope you have all had a wonderful summer! I would like
to clarify that College Planning Night/College Fair will be
on Monday, September 22 starting at 6:15 p.m. at Corvallis
High School. We would really like to see more freshmen
and sophomores and their parents at this event so that there
is a clear understanding of what colleges are looking for in
students. All athletes will be excused early from practice.

I would also like to extend an invitation to any senior
that would like to meet with me now to send me an e-mail

to set up an appointment this week and next starting at 8:30
a.m. Because of the block schedule, it is hard sometimes for
seniors to come in when they have classes so I thought this
might help a few.

Colleges are starting to call us to set up visits. Students
may be excused to listen to colleges they are interested in
but we ask that they inform their teacher. Freshmen should
visit one-three colleges, sophomores 4-5 and juniors and
seniors as many as their time will allow. Right now, we
know that Occidental, U of Portland, Washington St. Louis,
Claremont McKenna as well as the Oregon state schools
will be coming. We will try to send out schedules in early
September and they will be listed in the purple book in

Awards for Student Volunteers

Beyond CHS. We should have close to forty schools.

Prudential Spirit of Community Awards

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards, sponsored by Prudential Financial and
administered by the National Association of Secondary School Principals, recognize
middle and high school students for volunteer community service. Eligible applicants
include any young person in the United States who is in grades 5-12 and has engaged
in a volunteer activity that occurred at least partly during the 12 months prior to the
date of application. Local honorees are selected in November, and from these winners
two state honorees are chosen in each state and the District of Columbia. Out of the
state honorees, ten national honorees are selected and announced at a ceremony in
Washington, DC, in May of 2009. State Honorees receive an award of $1,000 and an
all-expense-paid trip to Washington, DC, for national recognition events. National
Honorees receive an additional award of $5,000. The application deadline is October
31, 2008. Visit the website listed above for program details

Class of 2009 Parents

Welcome to this exciting and busy year. There are many little details your seniors
will have to deal with before graduation and we will try and keep everyone informed
through this newsletter, the list serve and the bulletin at school. Please feel free to
call Cindy Gulledge, at 757-5910, if you have questions, concerns or suggestions.
Our first Senior Class meeting will be (tentatively) on Oct. 2 during Advisor period.
The Jostens representative will be here to explain the packets and order forms. The
representative will return in approximately 2 weeks to pick up the orders. IF the
Senior Class decides to vote on gown colors again this year, that vote will happen
before the packets are handed out so each student will be aware of their options. The
All Night Party Committee will be handing out gift wrap order forms. This is the
major fund raiser for the party, so be watching for the information. Thanks for sharing
your seniors with us.

Spectator Costs

Parents, friends, and relatives are encouraged to attend CHS sporting events each
season. Some sports will involve a spectator charge. There is an entrance fee for all
football games, volleyball games, girls/boys basketball games, and wrestling meets.

Football Other Events
Adults $5.00 $5.00
Students under high school $4.00 $4.00
H. S. Students (w/ID Card Only) $4.00 $4.00

CHS students (w/Activity Card) Free Free
Visiting Students w/Activity Card) $2.00 $2.00
Individual Adult Pass to all CHS/CV home game $35.00 (Includes children in price)
Family (2 Adults) Pass to all CHS/CV home game$70.00 (Includes children in price)

A family or an individual pass is good for any home game at CHS/CV all year and
may be purchased in the CHS Athletic Office or at the ticket booth the first few games
of each season.

~d~

College Fair and
Planning Night
Monday
September 22, 2008

Beyond CHS Volunteers
and Sponsors

Volunteer orientation will be held
for Beyond CHS volunteers (new and
returning) on Thursday, September 4
from 7:45 to 8:45 am and for those that
cannot attend that session, on Friday,
September 5 from 1:30 to 2:30 pm.

Beyond CHS is always looking for
resources to sponsor college planning
night, to buy books, to continue
professional development, to host
special lunches for students, to buy
equipment etc. We have an account
through the Corvallis School Foundation
if you would like to support us please go
to www.cpsfoundation.org. They accept
credit cards as well as checks.

Juniors - PSATs

Juniors may start to sign up for
the PSAT on Monday, September
15. The cost of the exam is$18
payable to CHS. The exam this year
will only be given on Wednesday,
October 15 during the school day.
All sophomores will be required to
take the exam at no cost to them as a
result of state testing requirements.
More information will be coming.
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CHS Food Service

Welcome Back! Food Service has taken on a new look and has added new information
on their website, such as healthy eating and healthy lifestyles. You may view school
level menus on our website, too. In addition, at the school levels, we are adding a
number of new, healthy snacks for school events or classroom parties. The Catering
Menu and Price list is also on the website so you can work with Adrienne on your next
catering event.

Free or Reduced-price meals are available to students whose households qualify based
on income or receipt of food stamps/TANF benefits. Households must complete an
application each year to receive Free or Reduced-price meal benefits unless you receive
a letter stating that your child has been approved for free meals based on eligibility
information that has been electronically transferred from the Oregon Department of
Human Services. If you do not receive a letter for each child in your household, then
you must complete an application listing all household members. Students eligible for
free meals are entitled to one breakfast and one lunch meal each day. Ala-carte items,
milk only, or additional meals are not included and are at an additional cost.

If your child was approved for free or reduced-price meals during the 07-08 school
year, he/she will continue to receive those meal benefits until Oct. 15, 2008 or until
a current application for the 08-09 school year is processed. Meal benefits for new
applications cannot start until an application is approved. Please send a lunch or
money for a paid lunch until you receive notice that the application is approved.

Student meals are processed on a computer in the cafeteria. Each student has an
account whether they use it or not. To use the account, money needs to be deposited
to the account prior to eating. When the student goes through the meal line the
appropriate amount will be deducted from the account based on their status of Paid
or Reduced-price. Students approved for Free do not need to deposit money unless a
parent is going to be eating a meal.

Charging is discouraged and should only be used in an emergency. The District
School Board policy is to allow up to 3 charges for K-5 grades and one charge for
6-8 grades. If you receive a notice of meal charges for your child, please include
additional money for future meals. Parents should be contacted if their child
exceeds the maximum charges. At this point you will need to send a lunch with your
child until the account has sufficient funds for meals or if you have made specific
arrangements with the kitchen manager. Please do not put the food service staff in
the uncomfortable position of having to deny your child a meal or providing a limited
alternative selection.

Boys and Girls Club

Clubhouse Programs

BOYS B GIRLS CLUB
OF CORVALLIS

CIS - Career
Information System

Local businesses and organizations
have an opportunity to get their names
in front of the public in a positive way
this fall as Corvallis School District
509] begins CIS Connection. The
Career Information System (CIS) has
long provided students with tools
and data to determine and examine
careers that they may wish to pursue;
CIS Connection adds local employees
to that equation, giving students a
tangible way to see how and where
certain careers shape their community.
The program can also connect students
with community members who may be
willing to be guest speakers, host Job
Shadow experiences, conduct Mock Job
Interviews or supervise Internships.

For more information on
the program, contact Career
Learning Assistant, Donna Keim
at 541-757-5799, 740-1309, or
donna.keim@corvallis.k12.or.us

Sports Events

Parents are encouraged to use
the CHS Website for current sports
schedules during each sports’
season. The address is www.csd509;.
net/chs. You are also welcome to
call the sports hotline at 766-4877
ex. 8073. The hotline is fed every
morning before 8:00am. If there
are changes, it is updated between
2:00-3:00pm. All sports have last
minute changes at times. Using
the hotline leaves the regular office
telephone lines free for necessary calls.

The Clubhouse After-School Program (Open to all MEMBERS, grades K — 12) « 2:45 pm -7:00 pm Monday — Friday. Fee: $25 «
The Club’s membership year runs from Sept. 1 — Aug. 31. Memberships are purchased online at bgccorvallis.org.

The Clubhouse Teen Program

1:00 pm — 6:00 pm. This program is open to all Members in grades 6-12 on days when there is NO SCHOOL. There is NO

additional fee.

The Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis Announces Saturday Hours!

The Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis will be open to all current Club members from 2pm to 5pm on Saturdays starting October 11
and running through Spring (some Saturdays subject to change due to facility rental but signs will be posted in advance to alert
parents and members). Members will be given the unique opportunity to enjoy all areas of the Clubhouse. Some of our weekly
programs will be offered on Saturdays; however, the majority of the time will be given to members to use the Club to play games

or simply hang out. Staff will be on hand to assist Club members.

Our office hours are Monday - Friday 9 am - 6 pm (Closed 1 pm-2 pm) « Phone: 541-757-1909

~5~
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EMERGENCY NOTIFICATIONS
Telephone Calling System

Corvallis School District now uses an automated calling system for school closures
and emergencies. The auto-dialer has the ability to call all families in the school district
or just those at a selected school or building. This new method is in addition to our
other means of communication (e.g., web site, radio stations, Flash Alert), and should
not be relied upon as a sole source of information.

Home numbers are used for school closures due to weather or other emergency
conditions, with calls beginning at 5:30 a.m. starting with the high school families
followed by elementary and then middle school. If a school is closed during the day
the daytime numbers listed on student registration cards will be used.

If you wish to opt out of this calling system, please notify our district office by calling
Bernie Feyerherm at 757-5811.

Media Communications

When the decision has been made to cancel school, close the district, or delay
the start, we also rely on the district web site, emergency phone trees, local radio,
television stations, and the web Flash Alert for notification to staff and parents.
District emergency numbers are 757-5811 and 757-4555.

Another new e-mail feature this year for each of our schools is the LISTSERV. One
of the ways the school LISTSERVs will be used to is to distribute individual school
emergency information. For inclusion on this list, please follow the directions below.

Register password on Listserv:

1. Go to listserv.csd509j.net/listserv/
2. Click “Register on Listserv”
a. Enter email address
b. Enter desired password (twice)
c. Click Register Password
i. Open email sent from listserv and click on confirmation link

Subscribe/Unsubscribe:

1. Go to listserv.csd509j.net/listserv/
2. Click on “List Archives”
3. Click on list you want to subscribe/unsubscribe to/from
4. Select “Join or leave the list”
5. Enter your name and email address
6. Select “Join” or “Leave” at the bottom of the screen.
a. If joining, the listserv administrator will confirm your registration before
you will receive any emails from the list.
For more information or assistance, please contact Kerry Richey, Community/
Employee Relations, at kerry.richey@corvallis.k12.or.us, or 757-5724.

Student Visitor
Guidelines

« Visitation is not allowed if the guest
student lives within 60 miles of Corvallis
(Valley League principal’s agreement).

+ The guest must be of high school age and
a “student in good standing” at their
school.

« A “Visitor’s Request Form” must be
completed by the host student at least 24 C
hours prior to the visit (available in the
main office).

+ Any violation of school guidelines during
the visit may result in both students
being sent home.

Attendance

CHS needs your help in reporting
absences. If your child has been or will be
absent, please call the CHS Attendance
Office at 757-5888 as soon as possible. If
you do not call, the computer will record
your child’s absence as unexcused. After 48
hours, absences cannot be excused. Notes
are not accepted in place of a phone call.

Absences may be excused at the request
of a student’s parent/guardian because of
illness, disability, illness in the immediate
family requiring the student’s presence,

a family emergency, religious reasons or
anything the school deems appropriate (up
to 5 pre-arranged absences per semester).
Students who are eighteen years old may
request their own absences be excused.

Encourage your child to attend all
classes; but if a class is missed, clear
excused absences in a timely fashion by
calling to give the exact date of absence,
clock or period of absence and please
spell the student’s last name clearly.

Do you still get a phone call from the
“Automated” call system? - even AFTER
you have called the Attendance line to
excuse your student? Please be aware
that when you have called to excuse your
student from being absent for a certain
period class, your student still may have
missed another class the same day, in
which the Automated phone system will
dial out for the class that is left unexcused.

Please make arrangements with
your student(s) prior to school
hours about doctor and orthodontic
appointments, as well as any other
medical or non-medical appointments.
Unless there is an emergency - all
notes will be posted on student lockers
as we try to avoid “reminder” notes
to students. It disrupts class time.

An “Attendance Record” is posted
outside of the Attendance Office. This
record shows the student’s attendance for
the previous day and current day. If you
receive an “Automated” telephone call
stating that your student has missed one
or more classes, please have your student
check the attendance record to see which
teacher marked them absent. If this was
an error the student and teacher can
resolve it. I look forward to another great
year! Thank you for your cooperation.

—Debbie Begin
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° °
Corvallis High School  september200s
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
1 2 3 4 5
LABOR Freshman BBQ ALL EVEN ODD
DAY 8am-Tpmin Beyond CHS Beyond CHS
outside courtyard First Day | VolunteerTraining | Volunteer Training
area AL _ Q- 20.9-
of School 7:45 - 8:45 am 1:30-2:30 pm
Office volunteer 20 minute Advisor | 20 minute Advisor | 20 minute Advisor
training 2-3 pm | see schedule on pg 2 | see schedule on pg 2 | see schedule on pg 2
10 11 12
EVEN OoDD EVEN ALL
20 minute Advisor Pep Assembly
Schedule #4
Staff Meeting
3:30-4:30 pmin the NHS Dance after
FOODS room football game
15 16 17 18 19
OoDD EVEN OoDD EVEN ALL
Junior PSAT sign | Parent Connection | Fall OPEN HOUSE | 20 minute Advisor
ups begin Noon -1 pmin 6:30-8:45 pmin
Band room the cafeteria
22 24 26
OoDD EVEN OoDD EVEN ALL
College Planning 20 minute Advisor
Night at 6:15
Dept Chair Site
Council meeting
3:30-5 pm
29 30
OoDD EVEN
Spirit Week Spirit Week

Picture Retake
Day8am-2pmin
room #233




