Corvallis High School Newsletter


 September 1996�
Principal’s greeting


Steve Kunke, Corvallis High School Principal


On behalf of all of the teachers and staff at Corvallis High School I want to welcome you to a new school year.  I hope you and your family have enjoyed the break. The summer months have given all of us at CHS a chance to renew our spirits and our enthusiasm for teaching and learning. I look forward to seeing you in the weeks ahead.


We’re almost fully recovered from the two arson fires we suffered last May. District maintenance staff and independent contractors have worked throughout the summer to repair, repaint and otherwise restore our grand old building. We also have a fresh new look in our large gymnasium, with a beautiful new floor and bleachers.


The 1996-97 school year promises to be a busy one.  There are some important developments occurring in a number of program areas in our school. The Corvallis School District now has Board-adopted content standards for students in the areas of Mathematics, Science, Communications and Technology. Performance standards in other content areas will be adopted throughout the year. At CHS, teachers will be working on clarifying the learning targets for students in all of our classes, and further improving instructional practices to be sure the activities we assign to students are consistent with our targets. Teachers will be working to increase their knowledge of student assessment as well. We also plan to pilot the development of personalized education plans with our incoming freshmen.


Our commitment at CHS remains firm:  we will provide our students a safe, supportive environment in which to learn; we will have our students engaged in meaningful work and learning to use the knowledge and skills they acquire to create high quality products; and we will continue our efforts to communicate with parents and include them in the educational decisions affecting students. As always, I invite you to let us know how we are doing in these areas, and I welcome your suggestions for improvement.


Best wishes for a great school year.


Visit our world wide web sites


Corvallis School District has a home page on the world wide web from which you can visit pages for each of the district’s schools:


http://www.corvallis.k12.or.us/welcome.htm


Corvallis High School site council minutes, meeting agendas, a schedule of upcoming events at CHS and parent newsletters are available on the web at:


http://www.proaxis.com/~janetschmidt/CHSsite.htm


Links between the Corvallis School District pages and the CHS pages will be established later.





Dates to remember


September:


4	First day of school


5	school picture make-ups


5	CHS site council, 3:30, Rm 209


26	Frosh class president speeches & election


11	Adv. Alg./Physics open house, Rm 124, 7 PM


13	registration deadline for Oct. SAT


13	dance after football game


19	 CHS site council, 3:30, Rm 209


27	registration deadline for Nov. SAT


27	dance after football game


October:


2	CHS open house, 7 PM


3	CHS site council, 3:30, Rm 209


11	No school, state inservice


12	SAT


17	CHS site council, 3:30, Rm 209


18	Pep assembly, homecoming dance after football game


19	PSAT


23	Choir concert, 7:30 PM


28	CV/CHS orchestra concert at CV, 7:30 PM


30	Band concert, 7:30 PM


Open house


CHS open house will be held on Wednesday, October 2, at 7:30 in the evening. The open house will begin with a session in the main auditorium. Plan to attend and learn more about your child’s education.


Important telephone numbers:


Main Office	757-5871


Attendance Office	757-5888


Counseling Center	757-5881


Activities Office	757-5917


Parent-Teacher Hotline	752-3333


Independent study time


Most Corvallis High School students have “study time” listed on their class schedules sometime during the school year.  Independent study time is the result of a series of decisions made three years ago. The intent was to keep class sizes as low as possible and provide students with the classes they want most, despite cutting staff by more than 20% due to Ballot Measure 5.  


Important Notice: Students may, on a space available basis, sign up for additional credits beyond the 14 credit “full schedule.” This will reduce the amount of study time in a student’s schedule. Contact the counseling center (757-5881) or registrar (757-5884) for information about which classes are available.


Study time can create valuable learning opportunities. Students with independent study time may seek additional help from teachers and staff, or use this time to complete community service projects or participate in work-based learning activities. Study time allows students to research class projects in the library media center or use the school’s computer facilities. It can provide students time to explore their career interests, learn about colleges and universities, and begin planning for the world Beyond CHS. Many of our students who participate in extra-curricular activities find that independent study time saves them from needing to complete homework late into the night. And it can reduce absenteeism by allowing students to schedule medical and other appointments during non-class time.


As you can imagine, study time can make school look quite different than what we tend to remember. Most of us experienced high school in a much more regimented, controlled setting. In the last three years study time has allowed for problems when students have not responsibly used it. Without study halls or other ways to monitor students, we believe it is essential that parents and students make agreements as to how this time is to be used.  


Please consider the following guidelines as you and your student plan how to make the most of the opportunities created by independent study time:


Classroom hallways are closed to student visiting during class time.  


Please check the posted lists of approved classrooms and locations that are available to you during your study time.


It is important that we help students learn to successfully use independent study time. Failure to make independent study time less disruptive (and more productive!) will result in our needing to look again at ways to eliminate it; this will undoubtedly decrease flexibility and student choice. Independent study time is a great opportunity for students to demonstrate the Self-Directed Learner outcome expected of Corvallis graduates. Thank you for helping your student learn to successfully manage independent study time. 


Middle and elementary students require:


Supervision at athletic events


Parents should be aware that elementary and middle school students will not be admitted to high school athletic events at CHS and CV without an adult. This policy is the result of past problems.


Any elementary or middle school student without adult supervision will be detained until a parent is contacted, and arrangements are made to pick the student up.


  Students who leave an athletic event before its completion will not be allowed to re-enter. Questions concerning this policy can be directed to the CHS Activities and Athletics Office at 757-5817.


Newsletter contributions


The Corvallis High School Newsletter will be sent to you each month, so you know about upcoming events and what is going on at Corvallis High School.


Comments and submissions are welcome, and may be directed to: Parent Newsletter, Main Office, Corvallis High School, 836 NW 11th Street, Corvallis, OR  97330, or e-mail janetschmidt@proaxis.com. Flag your e-mail message “RE:  CHS.”


Submissions are due by the 20th  of the month.


A name and telephone number (or e-mail address) where you can be reached are required with all submissions.


Electronic copies are preferred, but not necessary. Microsoft Word 7.0 for Windows 95 is the software being used to produce this document, but other file formats are acceptable.


Submissions should be brief and clearly written.


Full page “copy ready submissions” must be free of grammatical and typographical errors, printed with a high quality printer on white paper, with text no larger than 12 point (larger headlines are allowed).


Student handbook


The CHS Student-Parent Handbook has not been printed yet. Please be patient. It will be made available to everyone as soon as possible.


Hotline


Once again, the Gazette-Times and Hewlett-Packard are sponsoring the Parent-Teacher Hotline. To get current information, call 752-3333 and enter the appropriate category number. A list of category numbers will be published weekly in the Gazette-Times.


Credit denial — new policy


Attendance is important — it’s impossible to learn what a teacher has to offer if the student isn’t in class. Regular attendance is a key element in academic success. Poor attendance may result in failing grades or dropping out.


Corvallis High School has adopted a policy allowing teachers to deny credit when a student has missed too many classes. The details of any credit denial policy rest with the individual teacher, who must:


identify how attendance and class participation relate to course instructional goals


inform parents and students of the details of the policy


Procedures for appealing credit denial will be available. Only unexcused absences can be counted toward credit denial. See the article on attendance in the next column for information about what constitutes an excused absence.


Make sure that your child knows the credit denial policy in each class – the details of the policy rest with each teacher and will vary.


What is a site council?


Corvallis High School site council meetings are open to the public, and will be held on the first and third Thursday of the month, from 3:30 to 5:30 PM, in CHS Room 209. Dates scheduled:


	September	5 & 19 	February	6 & 20


	October	3 & 17 	March	6


	November	7 & 21 	April	3 & 17


	December	5 & 19 	May	1 & 15


	January	16 	June	5


Site council recently dealt with the issues of unassigned time and credit denial (see related articles). For the coming year site council will be working on establishing clearly defined operating procedures, a communication plan, and the topics of drop outs, school improvement and “tech ed.”


Site council is made up of eleven voting members. Once the vacant teacher position is filled there will be thirteen people serving on site council.


1 Administrator	Steve Kunke


1 Classified staff	Boopy Bacon


5 Certified staff	Jay Conroy (social studies), Maxine Henry (English),


	Sid McGauhey (counselor), Julie Williams (PE),


	and an unfilled position


3 Parents	Tom Murray, Janet Schmidt, and Stewart Wershow


1 Student (shared)	Melanie Nakaue and Victor Platt


	Ex officio member (non-voting)	Dave Curry (Linn-Benton ESD, retired)


Remember, these people are representing you, so let them know what you think is important. Parent representatives can be reached as follows:


Janet Schmidt	 753-1143	 janetschmidt@proaxis.com


Stewart Wershow	 753-3493	 WERSHOS@peak.org


Tom Murray		Murrayt@ccmail.orst.edu 








Attendance 


CHS needs your help in reporting absences. If your child has been, or will be absent, please call the CHS Attendance Office at 757-5888 as soon as possible.


If you do not call, the computer will record your child’s absence as unexcused. After 48 hours, absences cannot be excused. Notes are not accepted in place of the phone call.


Absences may be excused at the request of a student’s parent/guardian because of illness, disability, illness in the immediate family which requires the student’s presence, a family emergency, religious reasons, or anything the school deems appropriate (up to 5 pre-arranged absences per semester). Students who are eighteen can request their own absences be excused. 


Please encourage your child to attend all classes; but, if a class is missed, please clear excused absences in a timely fashion.


Lunch tickets phasing out


Corvallis School District Food Services is expanding a computerized program that eliminates lunch tickets, and was successfully implemented at the district’s elementary schools last spring. The new system should be up and running at CHS in a few weeks. In the interim lunch tickets will be sold as usual. 


Prices remain the same as last year.


Two rules


No locker changes will be made until after the second week of school.


After making a schedule change, a student must show teachers a revised schedule that has been signed by Counseling Center staff or an administrator.


Unassigned time


Last January focus groups of parents, students and teachers discussed the block schedule. Many problems attributed to block scheduling seemed to be the result of unassigned time. 


Unassigned time for students is a result of a series of decisions made at CHS about class size, schedule flexibility for students (an eight period day is inherently more flexible than a seven period day), and choices for faculty as to how classes are taught. Difficult choices have been made in order to continue to provide an outstanding educational program with less money and a smaller staff than CHS had six years ago.


Problems with unassigned time for CHS students fall into three categories:


Opportunity cost for students:  Students may receive the wrong message about the value of education and work. Poorly used unassigned time is wasted. Some students may be tempted by unassigned time to skip scheduled classes, leading to academic problems and possibly dropping out of school.


Administrative cost: Students using unassigned time poorly leads to an increase in discipline problems. Noisy halls (filled with unassigned students) disrupt classes in session. Any increase in students dropping out of school leads to a reduction of funds and program.


Public relations cost:  Parents may be angry about lack of supervision during unassigned time and lost opportunities for their children. The community sees high school students loose during the day, especially those who get into trouble, and concludes that the schools are too permissive.


Changing from an eight to a seven period day to reduce unassigned time was considered, but the site council decided to try the other strategies first. If these strategies don’t improve the situation, then the site council will reconsider a seven period day. As work-to-school and mentorship opportunities increase, unassigned time may become a valuable part of each student’s schedule.


Strategies for parents:


Participate in the process of laying out your child’s schedule and four year plan—include discussion of unassigned time opportunities. Be aware that there is a limited option of taking 15 or 16 credits, where class space is available. Ask your child how unassigned time will be used each semester. 


Carefully review and update your child’s schedule and four year plan.


Monitor how your child is doing in classes, to avoid unassigned time resulting from failure in a class. Teachers provide frequent progress reports, scheduled conferences and personal contact with parents when students are experiencing problems in class.


Strategies for CHS:


Post an up-to-date list of classrooms available for quiet study during each period. Most classrooms that do not have classes being taught in them will be available for use by students with unassigned time.


Whenever possible the library, computer lab, and Beyond CHS room will be available.


CHS athletic facilities will be made available during unassigned time when supervision is available. Call 757-5871 to volunteer.


Opportunities to assist at CHS, nearby elementary and middle schools, or other agencies during unassigned time will be encouraged.
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