Lorenzo’s Oil Questions

CLASS COPY Please DO NOT write on this paper. 
1. Lorenzo begins to experience problems at school and at home. What symptoms of the disease first appear?

2. When the doctor finally diagnoses Lorenzo’s disease, how does he describe Lorenzo’s prognosis to Michaela and Augusto? 

3. From which parent did Lorenzo inherit his disease?

4. Explain what kinds of molecules are causing Lorenzo’s disease. 

5. What is myelin? 

6. Explain how damaged myelin could cause Lorenzo’s symptoms. 

7. When Lorenzo does not get good results from the diet in this study, what do Lorenzo’s parents believe might be happening? Describe what Augusto means when he uses the analogy of a sink with two faucets. 

8. When Augusto was using paperclips as a model for the fatty acids, he used normal paperclips for saturated fatty acids and the other style of clips for unsaturated. How is this similar to their real chemical structure?

9. How does taking “Lorenzo’s Oil” stop Lorenzo’s symptoms from getting worse?

10. Once Lorenzo is on “Lorenzo’s Oil” why doesn’t he regain many of the abilities he had before he got the disease?

11. Michaela and Augusto were not doctors or professional scientists. What skills and attitudes did they have which enabled them to help their son?

12. Write a short movie review: Explain why and how much you liked or disliked the movie. Would you recommend the movie to a friend? Do you think the movie was appropriate for a high school biology class?
