Current Issue Seminar Assignment
:

Seminars on Hot Topics or Current Issues in Biology 
Q: What is a seminar? 
A: A seminar is an organized discussion on a current (often "hot") topic in science. 

 
Q: Who leads the seminar? 
A: You do. Each leader group researches their topic and organizes the discussion. 

 
Q: How do I prepare for a seminar? 
A: It depends on your role (leader or participant). 

* Leaders: 
The seminar leaders create a written summary of the topic providing background information, the pros and cons surrounding the issue, and 5 or 6 thought questions to fellow students.  (see below) 

Leaders should be prepared to lead a discussion and give a short Powerpoint presentation about their topic. 

ASSIGNMENT DETAILS:
Current Issue Paper

The purpose of this paper is to introduce the reader of your paper (teacher and classmates) to the current issue you have chosen.  Think of yourself as an objective (unbiased, not taking a particular position) writer asked to create a well-researched report on a particular issue.  Your paper must include the following sections and content.  Please read and follow these guidelines EXACTLY.

Introduction

· Minimum 5-sentence paragraph, with the following topics being covered in 1-2 sentences
· State the issue

· Introduce the stakeholders (people or groups of people involved or concerned about this issue)

· Describe the current status of this issue

· Describe the direction this issue is going in the foreseeable future (research underway, legislation in congress, etc)
The Issue (each bullet should be one, minimum 5-sentence paragraph)
· Brief historical background of this issue

· Amount of “history” that is appropriate to cover will vary for each issue.  For some, 5 years will be sufficient, for others, 100 years may be what is necessary to provide the context.

· Scientific background
· What are the unbiased statistics surrounding this issue?
· What research has been conducted that helps to understand this issue?

· What data can be called upon to explain this topic?
· Legal/economic background

· What are the financial concerns?

· What legislation has arisen to support this issue?

· Or what legislation has come up against this issue?

· Stakeholders

· Describe in some detail each person or group of people who have a stake in this issue—Who are they?  What are their unique concerns?  Why would they have these concerns?  How do they go about making their concerns known?
Future of the issue
· If the reader wanted to keep track of this issue for the next several days, weeks, months or years where would he or she look to keep current?  

· Is their research currently underway?

· Are there legal issues pending?

· Is there a particularly agitated group of people/voters who may try to make their positions known in a public way?
Conclusion

Summarize your topic by returning to the ideas presented in the introduction.  Give the readers something personal and/or thought provoking to keep in mind as this issue goes forward.

References

This topic is supposed to be a well-researched, unbiased report.  Therefore, in text citations and a list of references are required.
· In text citations:  

· Use these after every sentence that is either a direct quote or a paraphrase (in your own words).  

· It should include the author’s last name and the year of the publication that you got the information.

· References list: 

· Use APA format and alphabetize the references you found to create your report.  

· All references should have an in text citation.  

· All in text citations should be found in the references list.
Current Issue Powerpoint Presentation 

The purpose of this presentation is to introduce the audience to a distilled (condensed or abridged) version of the current issue you have chosen.  Please read and follow these guidelines EXACTLY.

Slide 1: TITLE
Slide 2 and 3: Introduction—Concisely state the issue
Slide 4 and 5: Introduce the stakeholders (people or groups of people involved or concerned about this issue)
Slide 6 and 7: Describe the current status of this issue
Slide 8 and 9 and 10: Describe the direction this issue is going in the foreseeable future (research underway, legislation in congress, etc)
Slide 11:  Where should people go if they are interested in following or learning more about this particular issue
Tips for effective powerpoint presentations

· Use titles and bullets (not paragraphs) on slides

· Each bullet should include no more than 2 sentences

· Each slide should have at least one image (photo, graph, map, diagram, etc)
· Draw attention to the images—avoid lots of variation in background or text colors and fonts

· Use Tahoma or Arial font at least size 24
