
Genes Versus Alleles



Genes

ü A gene is a location on a 
chromosome that codes 
for different traits.

ü A gene carries traits such 
as hair, eye and skin 
color.

ü The Human Genome 
Project has estimated 
there to be between 
20,000 and 25,000 genes 
in the human body. 



Alleles

üAn allele is a variation of a gene.

üFor example; say our gene carries the trait 

for skin color. Variations (alleles) of skin 

color can be; white, brown, black, olive, 

etc. 


