AP Calculus BC Syllabus
AP Calculus BC is an extremely fast-paced class that covers an entire year of college-level Calculus in 1 semester.  If you were a student at OSU, you would have to take Math 251 (Differential Calculus), 252 (Integral Calculus) and 253 (Infinite Series and Sequences) to cover all of the material that we will cover this semester.  
This class is intended for students who will be taking the AP Calculus BC exam.  
· This test will be on Wednesday, May 4, 2011.  Information about this test can be found at: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com.
· It is my understanding that the test will cost $84, although there appears to be possible fee reductions for students who qualify.  More on this as we get closer to May.
· The AP exam is graded on a 5 point scale.  Each university interprets these scores differently, but I’ve included links on my webpage of how OSU and UO accept these scores.
· The BC exam includes an AB subscore.  This way if a student performs poorly on the BC test, he or she could still score well enough on the AB portion to get credits at their university.  This is a very nice parachute for a worst case scenario.
· The test consists of a 105-minute-minute multiple-choice section consisting of 45 questions (55 minutes-28 questions-no calculator, and 50 minutes-17 questions-graphing calculator required), and a 90-minute free-response section consisting of 6 questions (45 minutes-3 questions-no calculator, and 45 minutes-3 questions-graphing calculator required)
· I have included a few links at the end of my webpage:

http://www.csd509j.net/CVHS/buchanp/Classes/APCalcBC.htm
The curriculum for this course barely fits into the semester.  Because of this, we will need to cover material at a pace of nearly a section per day.  Calculus is extremely cumulative, so it is important that you evaluate your understanding of the current material everyday and seek help if needed.  If you wait, you will be destroyed.  DO NOT MISS THIS CLASS, it will be very hard to get caught up again.  This class is not for the faint at heart.  Insert cliché here.  Expect to work very hard in this class, and to complete an hour of math study at home each night.
There will be a recommended homework assignment every night, but I do not collect homework in my Calculus courses (meaning test and quiz scores make up 100% of the points).  Because of this policy, students get a chance to decide for themselves how much studying they should complete prior to tests (just like many college classes).  If students feel like they are not adequately prepared for a task, they should contact me about more practice opportunities.  
We will have opportunities to go over the homework everyday, and students should ask questions about the previous homework at this time.  It is IMPERATIVE that these questions are asked no matter how trivial a student may feel they are.  No learning occurs unless mistakes are made, and mistakes can’t be fixed if students are too timid to approach me.  Write a star at the base of this page if you read this sentence.  As I do not collect homework, these questions will be the only way I’ll be able to measure how the class is grasping a topic prior to a 100-point test.  If I don’t get questions, I’ll assume everything is fine and I’ll move on.  
This class moves at an EXTREMELY rapid pace, and it is easy to be left behind.  Don’t hesitate to ask any question.
Students should let me know ASAP on ANY questions they have.  

Have I mentioned that students should ask lots of questions?
Grades will be posted on the Internet using Pinnacle.  Please contact me if you do not have Internet access at home with which to check grades.  Keep in mind that even though the computer displays a “grade” this may not be the official grade at the end of the quarter.  Grades won’t be official until the very end of the quarter.  At this time, an assignment called “actual grade percentage” will be posted along with the actual grade.

My homepage:

http://www.csd509j.net/CVHS/buchanp
is a good spot to find information, including many of the assignments for the class.  Be sure to let me know if you have trouble accessing this website for any reason. 
If you miss class, be sure to contact myself, or other students in the class to get missing assignments.  These can often be found at the above website.  I expect all missed assignments to be finished as soon as possible, usually within 2 days of returning.  If you miss a test day, be prepared to take the test the day you return to school unless otherwise arranged with me.   
Credit denial in this course may occur when a student has accumulated 5 unexcused absences in a quarter and their grade has fallen below 80%.  Students and their parents/guardians will be informed in writing by the teacher of the possibility of credit denial when a student has accumulated 4 unexcused absences and their grade has fallen below 80%.  

Credit denial decisions will not be based on absences due to religious reasons, a student’s disability, or an excused absence, as determined by district policy.  Students who receive a credit denial warning are responsible for taking measures to prevent the loss of academic credit. Students who are failing a class at the time of credit denial will have an “F” entered on their transcript.  No credit will be awarded for the course.

The Plagiarism Policy for Crescent Valley High School will be followed in this course.  Please see the student planner for details of this policy.

I encourage students to bring in MP3 players for use during work time and tests.  If your MP3 player doubles as a phone, it must be “locked” prior to the test.  Pick a good playlist and go!    

I expect you to behave during class.  At this point you should know what that means, but if you get confused there is always:  The Raider Way – Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible.
Career Related Learning Standards Addressed:

Personal Management, Problem Solving, Communication, and Employment Foundations.

Be sure to follow guidelines and deadlines associated with Pass and No Pass grades as well as withdrawal from the class as outlined in your student planner.

Please email me at paul.buchanan@corvallis.k12.or.us or call me at 757-4529 if you have any questions. 
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I have read the course description and understand what is expected of me in this course.
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I have read the Course Description and understand what is expected of my student in this course.

Parent/Guardian signature: 
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PARENTS:  Your student will be receiving the login info for online grades.  Be sure to get it from them (or email me for it if they aren’t prompt enough
