Yearlong Algebra 1 

 Expectations and Guidelines
The class

Welcome to Yearlong Algebra 1!!

We will all be checking out an Algebra text, but many assignments will also be coming from a website.  Lots of information about Mr. Buchanan, some class assignments, and information about his classes in general can be found on this website:

www.csd509j.net/CVHS/buchanp/index.htm
We will also be utilizing an online grading program called Pinnacle.  Stay tuned for more information.

This class was created to help students be more successful in their Algebra studies, but it is not a class for every student type.  We will be taking the regular Algebra 1 curriculum that fits 90 minutes a day in 1 semester and slowing it down to 90 minutes a day for 2 semesters.  The intention is to support information learned in PreAlgebra, and then develop Algebra 1 skills over a longer timeframe than is usually available.  If you are a student who finds math easy and/or got A’s and B’s from PreAlgebra, then this is probably not the class for you.

Students will be earning 1 math credit for the year, but as they give up a chance to take an elective during the year, they will also be earning 1 elective credit.  The grades given during quarters 2 and 4 will be math grades, while the ones earned the other two quarters will be elective credits.  

If a student earns a higher grade in quarter 2 than quarter 1, the quarter 1 grade will be changed to reflect the higher score.  Similarly, if a student earns a higher grade in quarter 4 than quarter 3, the quarter 3 grade will be changed to reflect the higher score.  Gradebook scores will be reset at the semester break, but all scores from quarter 1 will carry into quarter 2, and quarter 3 scores will affect quarter 4’s outcome.

Supplies

3-ring binder

Notebook paper (don’t tear holes)

4-function calculator (no fraction buttons ($3.00 at Kmart etc)

PENCIL (mechanical preferred)

Ruler (or straightedge)

Grading

Grade weighting:

Skills Tests



65%





Homework Completion


15%





Homework Grade


5%

Unit Tests/Quizzes/Projects

15%

Weighting categories:

Skills Tests (65%) - 

· This class is taught in a “Credit for Proficiency” model.  The idea is that if a student can pass small tests over the basic skills, then they should pass the class.  

· These tests assess basic skills. I require the students to demonstrate these skills at a high level of proficiency (80% or better).   

· Each test must be passed twice.  In the gradebook you will see a Skill Test 3i and a Skill Test 3ii.  Students must score 80% or better on both of these to pass that proficiency.  The second attempt is usually passed by passing it during the Unit Test.  Students may not attempt to pass the “ii” version until the Unit test has occurred.  Confusing right?  We’ll work on it.

· Students may retake the skills tests (attempt “i”) as many times as they wish, but only one attempt per day per test.  So you could take skill test 5i and skill test 7i everyday for 2 weeks if you’d like, but could only take skill test 5i once any given day.  The highest score will always be recorded.  Once the Unit Test has occurred, then students can work on passing the “ii” score as well if they didn’t pass it on the Unit Test.

· Any students who do not eventually get a score of 80% or better on all skills tests will not be eligible to pass the course.  

· There will be time in class to retake skills tests.  I am also available during my prep period (see website for schedule).  I also give up my lunch to help students and will be available after school by appointment.  In certain situations, a student could also come in and take a skills test during my other class periods.  

Homework Completion (15%) -

· Homework will be assigned most days, although responsible students may very well finish in class or during study hall.  Developing a strong work ethic is an important goal of this course.  Students are expected to ask for additional problems if they feel they need more practice for an upcoming test or quiz.

· A complete assignment is an assignment in which every problem has been attempted.  Problems do not have to be correct for the assignment to be complete.  Most homework assignments (10 point assignments) will be graded using the following criteria:

· 10 points will be awarded for each complete assignment that is on time.  On time means the beginning of class.  
· 9 points will be given for a late assignment that has been completed by the next class period.  

· 5 points will be given for an assignment that has been completed before the makeup deadline (see below).

· 1 point will be given for assignments completed after the makeup deadline.  

· 0 points will be awarded for incomplete assignments  
· Assignments must be legible, in pencil and the paper intact (not ripped from a spiral notebook with all of those little chunks of paper flying about).  Any assignments without these traits will not be accepted!
· Assignment deadline: Late assignments may be turned in anytime before the Unit Test over the material.  The last day to turn in late assignments is the day of the test.   All completed assignments should be kept until the end of the quarter.

Homework Grade (5%) -

· It is expected that students will correct their own homework problems in class and correct problems they got wrong.  This is by far the most important part of the homework assignment.  Students will have access to all homework answers in class.  If a student misses a class, it will be up to him or her to ask a classmate for the answers.  

· Time will also be given most days for group or class homework review.  I will answer any homework questions during this time.  I am also available to help during my prep period, during lunch, or after school (by appointment).
· Occasionally an assignment will be randomly selected to be resubmitted.  At this time, it will be assessed for accuracy instead of completion.  This should equate to automatic points as all students have access to all assignments.  A homework assignment will not be collected for a grade until the original due date is at least 3 days past (giving time to correct assignments and redo them.)

Unit Tests (a portion of 15%) -

· Tests are given at the end of each major section of study.  Some tests will be cumulative.

· Certain sections of a Unit Test may be passed for “ii” proficiency scores.

· Make-ups are available only for excused absences.  Students with unexcused absences will record a zero on their test.  

· If a test is missed with an excused absence, it is the student’s responsibility to arrange a makeup time within 2 days of returning to school, otherwise a zero may be recorded.

· A review session will usually occur the day before the test.

· Upcoming test dates will be usually posted online.

Projects (a portion of 15%)-

· We will also have occasional OAKs assessments.  These will be grade twice, once for the class, once for the state.  These tend to consist of one main problem with multiple steps.

Quizzes (a portion of 15%) - 

· Quizzes are given periodically, usually in the middle or towards the end of a unit of study.

· Some quizzes may be unannounced.  

· They are usually short, 10-30 minutes long.

· Make-ups available only for excused absences.  

· If a quiz is missed with an excused absence, it is the student’s responsibility to arrange a makeup time within 2 days of returning to school, otherwise a zero may be recorded.

Extra credit opportunities are extremely rare so it is a good idea to take any and all opportunities that come up.

Syllabus

See online (www.csd509j.net/CVHS/buchanp/index.htm) for a copy of the syllabus or request one to be sent home anytime during the school year.  

Classroom Rules

1. NO TALKING when Mr. Buchanan is talking

2. Homework must be neat… Mr. Buchanan can reject homework that is:

a. On paper with holes ripped out (spiral notepaper junk etc)

b. In pen (Math homework must always be done in pencil)

c. Covered in food/pop spills

3. Homework rejected by Mr. Buchanan must be resubmitted by the next class period.

4. When Mr. Buchanan is talking, NO ONE ELSE IS!!

5. No cell phone ringers.  Mr. Buchanan reserves the right to confiscate any cell phone that rings in his classroom overnight, overweekend, overwinterbreak, oversummerbreak, etc.  Be sure to set all phones to “vibrate”.  Feel free to check messages during worktime.

6. There will be three distinct types of worktime:

a. Silent – this means NO talking

b. Studious – some talking is acceptable, but math must be the topic of discussion.  Help each other, work in groups etc.

c. Relaxed – Students should use this time wisely, but the volume of the classroom may be flexible.  Don’t take advantage of this type of worktime.  If it is abused, it will be discontinued.

7. There is to be no talking when Mr. Buchanan is talking.

8. Don’t forget about the first rule.

9. Food and drink is ok in the classroom, but Mr. Buchanan gets bites.

10. MP3 players are not only acceptable, but encouraged.  I find that I’m a much more effective worker when I’m listening to music (listening to Audioslave as I’m typing this actually)

a. You may not listen to music when Mr. Buchanan is talking.  You must have both ears available to hear me.

b. You should listen to music during tests, quizzes, and during worktime.

c. All phones and other wifi compatible mp3 players must be “locked” through the duration of the test.  Pick a good playlist and go!

11. Respect each others privacy and personal space

12. Respect Mr. Buchanan’s space (computer desk area, closets etc.)

13. Tardiness:  You will be cured of your tardiness.

a. For every minute you are tardy (and I round up) you owe me 2 minutes.

b. The time you owe me will be made up during the next lunch period.

c. I start counting your time at 1:10.  Showing up early does not count for your time.

d. If you miss your lunch detention I take the time you owe me and multiply the number of minutes by 3.

e. If your time exceeds 60 minutes, you will be assigned school detention.

f. If I deem that these measures do not work, then the administration will be contacted and more drastic measures will ensue.

14. Memorize rule number 7.  Also place a star at the bottom of the last page.

15. Bathroom breaks will be explained during the first day.  If you miss/forget this discussion, be sure to see Mr. Buchanan about this policy.

16. Homework must be done with a pencil, and I have loner pencils.  You must leave a shoe behind when you borrow a pencil, ruler or calculator.  
17. Rule 14 is important

18. Talking is always ok, except if it is worktime, or if Mr. Buchanan is talking, or if someone else is talking, or if school is in session.  Also place a star at the bottom of the last page.

19. Passing notes is allowed when you just can’t stand it anymore and need to “talk”.  Text messaging is discouraged and during tests it is flat out cheating.

20. Speaking of which, if you cheat on a test you will get a 0… no exceptions.

21. Ask lots of good questions (talking is ok when you raise a hand and are called on…)

22. Don’t come to class if you are not planning on learning.  I’d rather you skip class then be a distraction to someone who is trying to learn.  Plan on learning everyday.

23. Twenty-three rules is the maximum amount of rules that anyone in this class may list if a student felt the urge to compile such a list.

Please Note the Following:  

· 10 unexcused absences may result in denial of credit

· Any incomplete test, quiz or OAKs project may result in denial of credit.

· Any score less that 80% on either “i” or “ii” versions of any skill test will result in denial of credit.

· Grades will be posted on line and updated as often as possible

· Note that the A/B/C/D grades as calculated by the grading software may differ from actual grade on report card as determined by Mr. Buchanan.
· Please feel free to contact me at 757-4529 or email me at  paul.buchanan@corvallis.k12.or.us  if you ever need to contact me for any reason.

Appropriate Behavior

 

For this part of your day, being an math student is your job.  As with any other job, you are expected to be respectful, responsible, and safe at all times.  

 

1.
Respect

-
Understand and demonstrate self-respect: be honest with, care about, and take responsibility for yourself.

-
Accept others as you would want to be accepted.

-
Communicate (verbally and non-verbally) in ways that do not annoy or humiliate others.

· Give other students the opportunity to learn at their maximum potential.

· If you read this sentence completely, please make a star at the bottom of this sheet


· Cooperate with each other and with staff members.

· Demonstrate a positive attitude towards staff members and students.

 

2.
Responsibility

-
Ask for help.

-   
Attend class regularly and promptly.

-
Seek and complete make-up work.

-
Help clean the classroom as needed.

-
Ask for help.

· Work cooperatively with others.

· Support other students’ learning.

-
Use your time wisely.

- 
Ask for help.

I have read and understand the above expectations.
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