Honors Pre-Calculus Syllabus

Honors Pre-Calculus is a combination of college algebra topics and trigonometry.  The first half will be trigonometry.  The second half of the class is college algebra. (We explore four basic function types, transformations of those functions, graphs of polynomials, conic sections, vectors, and two variable statistics).    

There will be a recommended homework assignment nearly every night, but I do not collect homework in my Pre-Calculus classes (meaning test and quiz scores make up 100% of the points).  Because of this policy, students get a chance to decide for themselves how much studying they should complete prior to tests (just like many college classes).  If students feel like they are not adequately prepared for a task, they should contact me about more practice opportunities.  

We will have opportunities to go over the homework everyday, and students should ask questions about the previous homework at this time.  It is IMPERATIVE that these questions are asked no matter how trivial a student may feel they are.  No learning occurs unless mistakes are made, and mistakes can’t be fixed if students are too timid to approach me.  Write a star at the base of the last page if you read this sentence.  As I do not collect homework, these questions will be the only way I’ll be able to measure how the class is grasping a topic prior to a 100-point test.  If I don’t get questions, I’ll assume everything is fine and I’ll move on.  

This class moves at an EXTREMELY rapid pace, and it is easy to be left behind.  Don’t hesitate to ask any question.

Students should let me know ASAP on ANY questions they have.  

Have I mentioned that students should ask lots of questions?

Skills tests must be passed to pass the class.  All skill tests must have a score of 1 by the end of the quarter or the student WILL NOT PASS the class regardless of current grade.

Grades will be posted on the Internet using Webgrade.  Please contact me if you do not have internet access at home with which to check grades.   

Online grades will be calculated by a computer, but these are NOT your final grades.  They are simply scores that must be interpreted by a human to determine a final grade.  I won’t know your final grade until the day I officially turn the grades into the office.    
My homepage:


http://www.csd509j.net/CVHS/buchanp
is a good spot to find information, including many of the assignments for the class.  Be sure to let me know if you have trouble accessing this website for any reason. 

If you miss class, be sure to contact myself, or other students in the class to get missing assignments.  These can often be found at the above website.  I expect all missed assignments to be finished as soon as possible, usually within 2 days of returning.  If you miss a test day, be prepared to take the test the day you return to school unless otherwise arranged with me.   

Be sure to follow guidelines and deadlines associated with Pass and No Pass grades as well as withdrawal as outlined in your student planner.

As two days of prep time (16 hours) were cut from the high school schedule, it will be harder than ever to return scored tests as promptly as students and parents would like.  I promise I’ll do my best to get them scored, but it will be tougher this year than usual.  This year does have a serious plus side, we have a drop in tutor lab with an experienced mathematician who should be able to help with questions up to this level.  I also will have availability during the AO periods throughout the school year.  
Please email me at paul.buchanan@corvallis.k12.or.us or call me at 757-4529 if you have any questions. 
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PARENTS:  Your student will be receiving the login info for online grades.  Be sure to get it from them (or email me for it if they aren’t prompt enough)
