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	CRESCENT VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

SCIENCE & APPLIED TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENTS

4444 NW Highland Drive

Corvallis, OR.  97330

541-757-5802



September 9th, 2009
Dear Physics Students and Parents:
Welcome to Physics!!  I am always torn whether or not to hold an informational meeting for students and parents about this class.  As a parent of my own children, I certainly appreciate our limited time.  However, after eight years of teaching physics, I also appreciate how critical it is for students to begin the year on the right foot.  It is very difficult to catch up in this class once you fall behind as content is so sequential – the previous day’s material is necessary to learn the next day’s.  For this reason, and because this year I am offering two different options for students in the class (three if you count the honors option), I feel it is important to give you an early opportunity to get questions answered.  Therefore, I wish to invite you to a completely voluntary meeting at 7:00 PM on Thursday, September 10th.  I apologize for the short notice but, again, my experience tells me that doing this quickly is critical.  At this meeting, I am hoping to answer questions, give some personal insights for student success and how you, as parents, might support your students.

ANYONE can be successful in this class.  That being said, I have seen far too many students take shortcuts.  For instance, skipping assigned reading in the text, failing to strive to understand examples and instead going right to assigned problems is one mistake many students make.  Perhaps this approach has worked in other classes for some students.  And perhaps this approach may still work for a handful even in this class.  However, I’m here to tell you that I have seen the living, breathing end-product of this approach for most physics students – frustration.
It is my intention to try and make this class challenging, fun and meaningful for all students.  Students who complete this course will have a solid foundation in the basic principles of physics.  To help insure student success, I have listed several “Tips for Success in Physics” on the class webpage.  Rather than reproduce them here, I encourage everyone to take a moment and look at these tips.  Students, please make an honest appraisal of your study methods.  I feel that the tips listed on the website embody an effective means by which to learn material in any academic setting.  As I note on the website, these are all good “habits of mind” to establish throughout your life.
If I had to list a couple of the most important points, they would be the following:
· Strive for understanding assigned work rather than simply completing it.
· Seek help as soon as you think you need it.  Don’t wait!  Come see me at lunch, after school, during my prep periods (2nd or 7th Periods), or even during another section of physics (3rd, 6th, or 8th Periods) if you know ahead of time that there might be an opportunity to ask me something.  I know that had I been willing to ask my high school teacher for more help, it would have been much easier to learn physics the first time through.

· Ultimately a student must show mastery of content to receive an “A” in this class.  This being said, I have the class structured so that student evaluation does not hinge solely on test scores.  Please see the class syllabus for more details.  Long story short – the student determines the grade they earn based upon proficiency with content.
I look forward to working with each you over the coming year and hope that the year is both successful and rewarding.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions that come to mind and please be sure to send me a quick email so I have a working email for everyone (students and parents).
Regards,

Adam Kirsch

CVHS – Science

757-4540 (school classroom)

745-6392 (home)

adam.kirsch@corvallis.k12.or.us 
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