Many of you did well on the test.  Congratulations!

Some of you have taken me up on my offer for assistance and have been coming in as needed.  For many of you, your test scores have dramatically improved and I am very, very proud of you.

Some of you had been coming in occasionally for help during the first unit, did well on the first test, and it seems may have become a bit complacent about things. For this group, some scores on this test went down.

As you know, as long as you have completed all of the homework for the unit, you are eligible to earn back points lost on the test by completing proficiencies showing understanding of the things you failed to show on the test.  

Based on some scores however, I fear that some of you approached this test thinking more about the proficiencies and less about preparing for the test.  I don’t know this for sure of course, but it nothing else there is a definite correlation between some test scores and the amount of effort I see in some folks in terms of seeking assistance.  Therefore, I have decided to force the issue for some of you.

If you earned 60% or below on this test (that is a 39 out of 65), I require that you come in during lunch starting on Monday and retake the test in its entirety, only this time you can work with others and myself to make sure you fully understand how to do all these problems.  You may take as many lunch periods as required.  As all of the test problems were basically homework problems in one fashion or another, this will be your third shot at them.  Feel free to bring food with you – you can eat while you work.  You must do this before I will approve anything for you in terms of proficiencies.  If your parents do not wish for you to participate in this experience, I ask that you bring a signed note with you saying as much.  Please don’t consider this as punishment.  Rather, I am doing this because I haven’t given up on you, and I don’t want you to give up on yourself.  I only wish to force some of you to start doing the things you need to do so that you will realize what you are capable of when you put your mind to it and to show you that you can be successful. 

If you earned a 90% on the test or more (that is 58.5 out of 65), you may NOT earn proficiencies to make points up in this unit in the normal fashion.  Instead, you may earn your points back by coming in during lunch and assisting students requiring assistance on understanding test problems.  As long as you are actively assisting others during the lunch period, I will give you three points back each lunch.  A word of caution here though – you aren’t here to do the problems for people but to help them understand how the problems are to be done.

If you lie in between the 60% and the 90%, you are of course welcome to come in during lunch but you are not required to.  You may complete proficiencies as outlined on the website to earn points back.

Proficiencies will be due, for everyone, on Monday, December 7th.  PAY ATTENTION TO THIS DATE 6TH AND 8TH PERIODS – YOU DON”T NORMALLY MEET ON THESE DAYS.  I want all of the proficiencies at once so that I can consolidate the grading.  You cannot imagine how long these things can take to grades and getting them all at once is very helpful to me.

Students, I just want you to know that I am dedicated to helping you succeed.  I haven’t ever tried this before – this compulsory assistance – but I can’t imagine that it will have a negative impact upon your learning.  

Regards,

Mr. Kirsch     

