Advanced Placement Science Lab and Field Reports
For AP Environmental Science and AP Biology

The following are the required elements in an AP Lab Report

I. Title – conveys the nature of the investigation

II. Introduction – describes what you plan to do and why, includes the following

· The problem statement/question to be addressed

· Background information (pertinent facts, concepts, terms, explanation of why topic is important, etc.)

· The hypothesis is clearly stated 

III. Materials & Methods – describes the procedure used

· List of materials and equipment

· Methods used written in past tense

· Contains enough information for someone to be able to replicate your experiment without being too “wordy”

IV. Results – describes what you discovered (qualitative and quantitative information)

· All facts and data collected are compiled in a meaningful way

· Tables and graphs 

· Use graph paper or computer generated graphs 

· Make sure to use appropriate graphing procedures (title, axes labeled, appropriate scale on the axes, independent and dependent variables on the correct axes, units included, etc.)

V. Discussion – interpretation of what you discovered

· Not a restatement of the results

· Provide an analysis/interpretation of the results

· Revisit the hypothesis

· State conclusions, interpretations

· Provide recommendations (if appropriate)

· Answer any final questions (if appropriate)

