Forest Ethics Activity

Forest Video 1 Quesitons
What do you think were McCroy’s arguments for conserving the forest around her?

What were the arguments of the people against the protection of the forest?

What tradeoffs must be made when considering whether or not to protect an area and restrict logging?

Forest Video 2 Questions
Why are forests such important ecosystems?

How does a group of trees differ from a forest? Do you think replanted trees (after logging) provide the same benefits and services as the natural forest?

What is the difference between the harvesting done by local farmers vs. the industrial companies? Which do you think is better?

What does sustainable harvesting mean?

Forest Video 3 Questions
Identify any new insights shown regarding how local farmers perceive the forest compared to the logging company.

React to the fact that Flores was arrested and spent over 2 years in jail for his actions.

Why do you think the Mexican government perceived his actions to be controversial enough to warrant his arrest?

Are there any issues that would inspire you to organize in a similar way?

Summary Questions
Are utilitarian, community or duty arguments convincing reasons to protect a forest? Explain your position.
What values might you hold about forests if you a) make a living from logging, b) are a corporate executive, c) are an environmentalist, d) live in a community surrounded by forest, or e) are a government official in such a community?

How do you think conflicts like the ones shown in these three videos would be best resolved?

Forest for Sale: Part I (Hypothetical)

Meet in your constituency group. Identify the values and interests of the group. Identify the recommendations you would make regarding how a local government should use a forest. Be prepared to present your position to the government officials for their decision.
Constituencies



Proposed Use


Pros & Cons

a. Environmentalists 

b. Logging families 

c. Corporate executives 

d. Community members 

e. Government officials (deciding body) 

Final decision of government:

Reason for final decision:

Forest for Sale: Part II (Dimple Hill development)

Omit logging families 
Forest for Sale: Part III (City Forest)
Omit logging families
