APES Environmental Attitudes and Knowledge Survey 

Fall 2009
Part I

This part of the survey is designed for you to share your attitudes about the environment. There is no right or wrong answer.

1. Most of the time, do you think that environmental protection and economic development can go hand in hand, or do you think that we must choose between environmental protection and economic development?

a. Can go hand in hand (2/3)

b. Must choose between the environment and development

c. Depends on the situation

2. When it is impossible to find a reasonable compromise between environmental protection and economic development, which of the two do you usually believe is more important?

a. Economic development

b. Environmental protection (2/3)

c. Depends on the situation

3. There are differing opinions about how far we’ve gone with environmental laws and regulations. At the present time, how would you describe how far laws and regulations have gone?

a. Gone too far

b. Not far enough (1/2)

c. Struck the right balance

d. Don’t know

4. Thinking now about specific areas, at the present time, how would you describe the laws and regulations for each of the following? Use the choices in #3 above.

a. Fighting air pollution

b. Protecting wild or natural spaces

c. Protecting endangered species (plants, animals, etc.)

d. Protecting wetland areas

e. Fighting water pollution

5. “The next 10 years are the last decade when humans will have a chance to save the Earth from environmental catastrophe.” How do you feel about this statement?

a. Strongly agree


b. Mostly agree

c. Mostly disagree

d. Strongly disagree

e. Don’t know

6. In general, how much do you feel you know about environmental issues and problems?

a. A lot

b. A fair amount

c. Only a little

d. Practically nothing

Part II

The next group of 18 questions is designed for you to show how much accurate information you are receiving.

1. Most of the electricity in the US is generated

a. by burning oil, coal and wood. 

b. with nuclear power.

c. through solar energy.

d. at hydroelectric plants. 

e. Don’t know

2. The most common cause of pollution in streams, rivers and oceans is

a. dumping of garbage by cities.

b. surface water running off yards, city streets, paved lots and farm fields. 

c. trash washed into the ocean from beaches.

d. waste dumped by factories. 

e. Don’t know

3. The main cause of global climate change is

a. a recent increase in oxygen in the atmosphere.

b. sunlight radiating more strongly through a hole in the upper ozone layer.

c. more carbon emissions from autos, homes and industry. 

d. increased volcanic activity worldwide.

e. Don’t know

4. What percentage of the world’s water is fresh and available for use?

a. 1% 


b. 5%

c. 10% 

d. 33%

e. Don’t know

5. The current worldwide reduction in the number of ocean fish is primarily due to

a. pollution in coastal waters worldwide. 

b. increased harvesting by fishing vessels. 

c. changes in ocean temperature.

d. loss of fishing shoals and other deep-sea habitats.

e. Don’t know

6. The leading cause of childhood death worldwide is

a. famine, malnutrition and starvation. 

b. asthma from dust in the air.

c. auto and home accidents.

d. waterborne diseases that cause dehydration and starvation.

e. Don’t know

7. The most common reason that an animal species becomes extinct is

a. the use of pesticides.

b. the destruction of habitats by humans. 

c. too much hunting.

d. climate change.

e. Don’t know

8. There are thousands of waste disposal areas – dumps and landfills – in the US that hold toxic waste. The greatest threat posed by these waste disposal areas is

a. chemical air pollution.

b. contact with farm animals and household pets.

c. contamination of water supplies. 

d. human consumption through contaminated food.

e. Don’t know

9. The greatest source of landfill material is

a. disposable diapers. 

b. lawn and garden clippings.

c. paper products, including newspapers, cardboard and packaging. 

d. glass and plastic bottles and aluminum and steel cans. 

e. Don’t know

10. Some scientists have expressed concern that chemicals and certain minerals accumulate in the human body at dangerous levels. These chemicals and minerals enter the body primarily through

a. breathing air. 

b. living near toxic waste dumps.

c. household cleaning products.

d. drinking water.

e. Don’t know

11. Which of the following household wastes is considered a hazardous waste? 

a. plastic packaging 

b. glass 

c. batteries 

d. spoiled food 

12. Where does most of the garbage in the U.S. end up? Is it in… 

a. oceans 

b. incinerators 

c. recycling centers 

d. don't know

13. Carbon monoxide is a major contributor to air pollution in the U.S. Which of the following is the biggest source of carbon monoxide in the United States? 

a. factory emissions and discharges 

b. motor vehicles 

c. household chimneys 

d. landfills 

14. Zoning decisions which effect land use and development are usually made by which body? 

a. the U.S. Congress 

b. the U.S. Supreme Court 

c. State legislatures 

d. Local municipalities 
15. Name the government agency that directly oversees and manages America's National Forests. 

a. The USDA Forest Service 

b. The National Park Service 

c. The Environmental Protection Agency 

d. The Bureau of Land Management 

16. The adaptation where certain insects develop or "take-on" the coloration of other bad tasting insects in order to avoid predation is called ________. 

a. camouflage 

b. mimicry 

c. cryptic coloration 

d. blending 

17. Which scientist is credited with raising public awareness about the environmental risks of pesticide use with the 1962 book Silent Spring? 

a. Aldo Leopold 

b. Albert Einstein 

c. Rachael Carson 
d. Barry Commoner 

18. Wetland plants are capable of filtering some of the pollution generated from surface water run-off. Consequently, wetlands have a similar role in ecosystems that what organ performs for the human body? 

a. heart 

b. liver 

c. lungs 

d. kidneys 

These questions were taken from the 1999 document, Environmental Readiness for the 21st Century. This was the Eighth Annual Report Card on Environmental Attitudes, Knowledge and Behavior, provided by the National Environmental Education and Training Foundation through the Environmental Protection Agency.

Part II

Questions & Answers

1. Most of the electricity in the US is generated

a. by burning oil, coal and wood. 28% (70% of our electricity)

b. with nuclear power.

c. through solar energy.

d. at hydroelectric plants. * (10% of our electricity)

e. Don’t know

2. The most common cause of pollution in streams, rivers and oceans is

a. dumping of garbage by cities.

b. surface water running off yards, city streets, paved lots and farm fields. 24%

c. trash washed into the ocean from beaches.

d. waste dumped by factories. *

e. Don’t know

3. The main cause of global climate change is

a. a recent increase in oxygen in the atmosphere.

b. sunlight radiating more strongly through a hole in the upper ozone layer.

c. more carbon emissions from autos, homes and industry. 45% *

d. increased volcanic activity worldwide.

e. Don’t know

4. What percentage of the world’s water is fresh and available for use?

a. 1% 
13% (1/2 of this water is on the North American continent)

b. 5%

c. 10% *

d. 33%

e. Don’t know

5. The current worldwide reduction in the number of ocean fish is primarily due to

a. pollution in coastal waters worldwide. *

b. increased harvesting by fishing vessels. 25%

c. changes in ocean temperature.

d. loss of fishing shoals and other deep-sea habitats.

e. Don’t know

6. The leading cause of childhood death worldwide is

a. famine, malnutrition and starvation. *

b. asthma from dust in the air.

c. auto and home accidents.

d. waterborne diseases that cause dehydration and starvation. 7%

e. Don’t know

7. The most common reason that an animal species becomes extinct is

a. the use of pesticides.

b. the destruction of habitats by humans. 70% *

c. too much hunting.

d. climate change.

e. Don’t know

8. There are thousands of waste disposal areas – dumps and landfills – in the US that hold toxic waste. The greatest threat posed by these waste disposal areas is

a. chemical air pollution.

b. contact with farm animals and household pets.

c. contamination of water supplies. 52% *

d. human consumption through contaminated food.

e. Don’t know

9. The greatest source of landfill material is

a. disposable diapers. *

b. lawn and garden clippings.

c. paper products, including newspapers, cardboard and packaging. 23%

d. glass and plastic bottles and aluminum and steel cans. *

e. Don’t know

10. Some scientists have expressed concern that chemicals and certain minerals accumulate in the human body at dangerous levels. These chemicals and minerals enter the body primarily through

a. breathing air. *

b. living near toxic waste dumps.

c. household cleaning products.

d. drinking water. 31%

e. Don’t know

11. Which of the following household wastes is considered a hazardous waste? 

plastic packaging 

glass 

batteries 
spoiled food 

12. Where does most of the garbage in the U.S. end up? Is it in… 

oceans 

incinerators 

recycling centers 

landfills 

13. Carbon monoxide is a major contributor to air pollution in the U.S. Which of the following is the biggest source of carbon monoxide in the United States? 

factory emissions and discharges 

motor vehicles 

household chimneys 

landfills 

14. Zoning decisions which effect land use and development are usually made by which body? 

the U.S. Congress 

the U.S. Supreme Court 

State legislatures 

Local municipalities 

15. Name the government agency that directly oversees and manages America's National Forests. 

The USDA Forest Service 

The National Park Service 

The Environmental Protection Agency 

The Bureau of Land Management 

16. The adaptation where certain insects develop or "take-on" the coloration of other bad tasting insects in order to avoid predation is called ________. 

camouflage 

mimicry 
cryptic coloration 

blending 

17. Which scientist is credited with raising public awareness about the environmental risks of pesticide use with the 1962 book Silent Spring? 

Aldo Leopold 

Albert Einstein 

Rachael Carson 

Barry Commoner 

18. Wetland plants are capable of filtering some of the pollution generated from surface water run-off. Consequently, wetlands have a similar role in ecosystems that what organ performs for the human body? 

heart 

liver 

lungs 

kidneys 

