Klamath River Controversy Stakeholder Discussion
This class will focus on the controversy in the Klamath River Basin (located on the California-Oregon border).  We will discuss how different stakeholder groups view the same issue and how those perspectives are integrated into the policy making process. 

There are three sets of readings associated with this assignment:

1. The “Western Water Rights” article is required reading. 

2. Also read any articles in the lengthy file, called “Klamath readings,” that pertain to your group. 

3. There is a brief biography of each group for your information in the file called “Klamath Groups.” You may want to do your own research on the web to find more information about the role of your group in this controversy.

The class will consist of a stakeholder debate between five groups:

· Farmers

· Fishers

· Native American Tribes

· PacifiCorp (recently acquired by MidAmerican Energy Holdings, but they should still have the same name)

· Bureau of Reclamation (BuRec) and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)

You will be assigned to the group you will represent. 

The assignment for each student is to produce a “talking points” document to summarize your group’s position. It should be concise (no more than one page), and the ideas should be clearly formulated. I suggest using bullets. Also, be sure to cite at least two sources (for example, two of the articles or other websites that you find on your own). 

The “talking points” assignment consists of answers to five questions. Each response should probably be less than a paragraph in length. The idea is to help you arrange your thoughts in a clear, cogent manner without having to write a more lengthy paper. It should also help with our discussions, as the assignment can serve as “ammunition” for your conversation in class. Your talking points should address these five questions:

1. Articulate your stakeholder group’s perspective/position/role in this controversy. What is their take on the problem?

2. Clarify why their position is important. Why do they deserve to be heard? (If you are in the Bureau of Reclamation/Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, explain why these agencies are important in this controversy.)

3. From your stakeholder group’s perspective, what are the causes of the problem?
4. What are some possible common interest solutions/compromises to the problem that your group would support?
5. From your own personal perspective, what do you see as the most important factor (s) in this controversy? 

Make sure that you are respectful of the other groups while supporting your group’s perspective.
After completing the class discussion, please answer the following questions. Your answers should be turned in with the five talking points.

Klamath River Controversy
Committee Follow Up Questions
 

1. List the questions that you asked in the 2nd round (regardless of whether or not they were answered). Include if the question was open or if it was directed to a particular group. List any additional questions you thought of later that you would have liked to have asked.

2. What questions was your group asked that you couldn't answer?

3. What other groups/individuals would you have liked to hear from in this conversation?

4. What information would have been helpful for you to have (in addition to the questions listed above in number 1)?

5. Were the questions asked by the different groups questions that would have likely been asked by "real" people in this situation? Explain.

6. Do you feel you have a good understanding of the views and concerns of the other groups? List one example of a position from another group that you really "get", and perhaps even agree with.

7. Which groups' concerns were the most closely aligned with yours? Explain.

8. What did you learn from this assignment?

