Big Plans on the Horizon for Chintimini!

 Chintimini Begins Wildlife Center Expansion Project
By Jeff Picton, Director
For seventeen years the Chintimini Wildlife Rehabilitation Center has provided care for Oregon’s injured and orphaned wildlife, and has educated the public about the value of wildlife and our need to peacefully co-exist with our wild neighbors.

In 1989, Chintimini was founded to provide medical care for injured and orphaned wildlife, and has steadily been taking in animals in need. This summer, we passed the 12,000th animal mark for patients admitted. With the help of many individuals, businesses and foundations, we have been able to release many of these animals back into the wild.

Over the years, our programs have expanded to include environmental education and consultation. Our educational outreach programs, many of which include live, non-releasable birds of prey, have reached thousands of people of all ages with our message of understanding and appreciating wildlife. 

Our Living with Wildlife Program strives to educate the public about how they can humanely resolve conflicts with “nuisance” wildlife without causing harm to the animals. We respond to hundreds of phone calls each year and offer advice for humane solutions that also address the underlying causes of the problem so that conflicts will not occur in the future. Our surveys have shown that when people take our advice and implement these techniques, they have a 95% success rate.

Despite our success, Chintimini has always been limited in its growth due to the fact that we have such a low profile within the community. Chintimini has operated on five leased acres north of Corvallis, Oregon that is owned by Jeff and Rebecca Picton. Due to the nature of the location, it has not been possible to have the Center open to the public; the site has been used strictly for rehabilitation. We have not had the facilities to provide on-site educational programs or allow the public to view our non-releasable raptors. Unfortunately, many people don’t even know of our existence until they find an injured or orphaned animal.

One of Chintimini’s long range goals has always been to have an Education Center, where the public can come to learn about the wonders of wildlife. We have explored several possibilities over the years that would have involved relocating our facilities, but none of these options have proved to be feasible. We are delighted to report that this situation has now changed.

Through a lot-line adjustment made possible by the incredible generosity of property owner Kinsey Green, the Pictons have purchased an additional 4.5 acres of property bordering the original rehabilitation site, and are now leasing this property to Chintimini for their use as an educational facility. The lease is a lease-option to buy and includes a right of first refusal, with the long term objective of Chintimini purchasing the property from the Pictons to ensure a permanent home.

The new property contains a beautiful ash swale wetland and an upland area with sufficient room to build a Wildlife Education Center that will be open to the public.  This new facility will enable us to provide a myriad of educational opportunities designed to foster an understanding and appreciation of wildlife and the environment. Our goal is to cultivate a sense of responsible stewardship of our fragile planet. Having a destination attraction such as this will also undoubtedly result in increased visibility and awareness in the community which will translate to an increase in financial support and longevity of our programs. 

Our intention is to create a facility where every aspect of the operation serves an educational purpose. The Education Center building will be constructed using LEED certification standards “green” architecture and will be designed to showcase sustainable building practices.  Energy efficiency methods utilized throughout the building will be illustrated so that the public can learn what they can do in their own homes to conserve energy. Interpretive displays inside and outside the Center will provide information about all aspects of wildlife behavior, biology and natural history. A multi-purpose classroom/meeting room will provide space for all types of programs.

One area will be devoted to a “wildlife gardening” section where people can get ideas for naturescaping their backyards to create wildlife habitat. Benton County 4-H and other youth groups have expressed an interest in designing and maintaining these areas. Handicapped accessible interpretive trails and boardwalks throughout the property will allow the public to access the site and take full benefit of its educational opportunities. Covered picnic areas and gazebos will provide outside meeting and classroom space. A non-releasable wildlife viewing area will allow the public to see some of our magnificent animals up close and personal.

Through a grant from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, we will be implementing a wetland restoration project within the ash swale that will remove invasive noxious plants and replace them with native species. A section of the wetland will be established as a research area where K -12 school children can become involved in long term research and monitoring projects based on wildlife habitat management and surveying techniques. 

This new facility will allow us to offer a wide variety of education programs to all ages.  We will offer youth programs for after-school time, In-service days, and camps and classes in the summer.  We will also offer Service Learning opportunities for adults and teacher training workshops. In addition to those opportunities we will offer a science-based evening and weekend lecture series for the public with guest speakers from the natural resources fields, and will provide ongoing nature and interpretive walks, talks, and activities.

We have already acquired the necessary permits from Benton County to build this facility, and have been meeting with interested parties to formulate a strategic plan of action. We have been overwhelmed by the positive response within the community to our proposal and have formed partnerships with many other organizations and individuals who join us in their desire to make this dream become a reality. 
We feel that with the acquisition of this new property, and the possibilities of expansion to create an outstanding educational facility, Chintimini is poised to move to the next level as a community resource. As a reflection of this evolution, we will be changing our name from the Chintimini Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, to The Chintimini Wildlife Center, and will strive to become the place in the mid-Willamette Valley where people can come to learn about, and appreciate, the wonders of wildlife.

