Chintimini Wildlife Center Project

There will be three parts to this project for each group.

1. Group Survey Techniques (minimum of two) for your category (plants, mammals, herps, insects and birds). The techniques should be completely described. They should be age-appropriate for middle school students. They should also reflect the type of site they are used in (grassland, timber and wetland) – there may be different techniques for each type of site. Your group should include a justification for your choices. You will work on these through the fall and winter. In the spring, we will practice them for final approval. These techniques will be used in the spring by middle school students and other groups gathering data on the site.

2. Group Chintimini Journal of baseline data about the site, including seasonal variations. A photo and written record of the changes observed at the site as we visit each month. Some of this information may be used as a part of an interpretive center that will be built in the future.
3. Individual Blackberry Study to determine how long it takes to eradicate a long-established stand of blackberries (20+ years). The stand was mowed under and ground up on September 21 and 22, 2006. Each month, your group will survey the number of blackberry shoots before the site is mowed again. This study will show how effective mowing is in eliminating an invasive species.
Getting Started

A. September 25, 2006
1. Jeff Picton presentation 

2. Groups assigned

a. Herps: Arielle, Claudia, Jake, Daniel

b. Insects: Adam, Asumu, Hannah, Matt

c. Plants: Torrin, Lacey, Brian, Natalie

d. Birds: Lyndsay, Courtney, Travis

e. Mammals: Kristina and Natasha 
B. Before October 2, 2006

3. Visit Ecological Sampling website (http://www.offwell.free-online.co.uk/biol_sampl_cont.htm)
4. Visit Jackson-Frazier Wetland Management Plan website (http://www.co.benton.or.us/parks/jf_plan.htm)
5. Visit Chintimini Wildlife Center website (http://www.chintiminiwildlife.org/)
Semester 1 Timeline
A. Monday, October 2, 2006

6. Visit Chintimini and make initial observations for the Chintimini Journal. You will be visiting Chintimini throughout the year, and should record baseline data and seasonal variations. You will want to be able to visit the same sites at Chintimini each time you visit.

a. Each group should have photographs of the different types of sites (grassland, timber and wetland).

b. Each group should have some written observations/descriptions of the sites.

c. Each group should have photos and written descriptions of the blackberry site to be managed this year for the Blackberry Study.

B. Monday, October 9, 2006

7. First blackberry data collection visit. Each person needs to have a written sampling method to use. Each person will turn in their methods at the end of the period after using at the site. See Writing AP Lab Reports  for instructions on writing a materials and methods section of a field study. Survey the number of blackberry shoots in various sample plots in the method determined by your group. Modify the technique as necessary and record a final materials list and method that you will use for the remainder of this study. We will be visiting monthly to collect data at this site, as well as to record the seasonal variations around Chintimini. Note: We determined the sampling technique to be used. No data was collected.
C. Monday, October 23, 2006
8. First blackberry data collected. Each person needs to bring a second draft of the sampling method to be used, based on what Jeff Picton described at our last site visit. This draft should be word processed for full credit and should include: a materials list, the method for using a compass, the method for taking belt transect data, a description of how individual blackberry plants will be counted, and a description of the resulting grid pattern of data points. In addition to this copy to be turned in at the start of the period, each person should have a copy for their own use during the site visit for additional notes and modifications. The group should have someone recording the data as it is collected.

C. Wednesday, November 22, 2006
9. Turn in first draft of Blackberry Study. Each person will turn in their own report. The report must be word processed and include: Title, Introduction (problem/question, hypothesis and background information), Materials & Methods, and Data.
D. Friday, January 26, 2007

10. Turn in the first draft of the two Survey Techniques your group has selected. Describe the techniques, making sure that they are appropriate for middle school students, and include your justification for selecting the techniques. Provide references. Draft must be word processed. One per group.

