Themes from Student Focus Groups
DRAFT  (as of 6/17/09)
Note:  This document was prepared as a draft for the 6/17/09 community forum.  Additional focus groups will be held in August/September, and then the document will be finalized.

· Some students do not feel as safe or comfortable at school as others.
· Students feel safer when they have friends or a group they are part of.  
· Bullying can be about physical appearance
· At my school we need more supervision in the hallways.
· Sometimes telling a staff member about bullying makes the bullying worse.
· Some bullying is based on race and ethnicity, and the bullying occurs within and between ethnic groups.
· Bystanders to bullying are a big problem as they actually encourage the process by their presence
· Adults that can be trusted use humor, are welcoming, invite discussion and listen.  They allow a student to be a person first.  They make themselves available to students.
· In behavior incidents, the behavior history of students determines how they'll be treated instead of listening and getting all the information before jumping to judgment about incident.
· Students are not comfortable talking about another race or ethnic group because of fear of being perceived to be a racist.  
· Drugs were an issue at LPMS but not CMS.  Use of drug dogs had a mixed response from LPMS but students were against it at CMS.
 

