
 

October 16, 2009    Volume 8    Issue 3 

                                          Upcoming Events 

10/19  Auction Planning Meeting 

10/23  Picture Retakes 

10/28-30 NO SCHOOL / Teacher Conferences 

10/29  Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 

10/29  Art of Imagination Magic Show  

 

Thank you! Gracias! Merci! Danke! 
What a busy month September was with the Middle School 
Welcome Luncheon, Welcome Back Tea, and Back to School 
BBQ. All of these events made a great start to this FABU-
LOUS year and were not possible without without lots of help. 
We can’t say thank you enough to all the many volunteers 
who helped make these events happen, especially: 
 

 Middle School Luncheon --  Committee chairs Heidi 

Jones and Wendi Gale, parent greeters and clean-up 
crew, and middle school students who help greet and run 
the games  

 Welcome Back Tea -- All who supplied muffins, pastries, 

and other breakfast items 

 Back to School BBQ – Costco, Marie Franzwa, Davis 
Family Farms, Habitat  For Humanity, Benton Restore, Ben 
Krahn, Nicole Dodson for donating important items, from 
hot dogs to horseshoe supplies; and the many helping 
hands setting up, greeting, grilling, cutting vegetables, 
running games, painting faces, and cleaning up.   

 
Thank you so much to all of you that participated in any way 
with these Community Building events. And, last but certainly 
not least, thanks to Roger Rictor, our Campus Steward, who is 
always helping behind-the-scenes. We appreciate his gener-
ous help with everything we need and ask him to do.  
    —Co-VPs of Community Building, Melissa Allen & Lisa Davis 

 

COMING: Franklin’s First Auction 
We are in the planning stages of Franklin School's first-ever 
auction and talent show. The big event is still months away -- 
April 30th – but we need to start now to make it a suc-
cess. We would like to have many people involved in this 
great opportunity to raise money for the school. Come to a 
planning meeting next Monday,10/19, at 8am (probably in 
the art room). Contact Jeri Hanson, 745-9059,  
jerihanson1@yahoo.com, for more information. 
 
This year the PTA provided enough money to secure art for 
the elementary classes and to supplement the music at the 
middle school level but we didn’t have enough funds to help 
fill in the gaps that we have been experiencing due to 
budget cuts. At a minimum, we want to be able to help fund 
both art and music again next year—but we must work 
as a team to make that happen. So please consider 
how you can contribute. Every little contribution, mone-
tary and otherwise, makes a  huge difference. Thank 
you also for all that you do. It is what makes Franklin a 
great place for our kids. 
                                            Dave Conner, VP Fund-
raising 

WB2S—What’s That? 
October 7th was a beautiful day for our first official Walk or 
Bike to School (WB2S) day. One hundred fifteen Franklin stu-
dents—36 percent of the student body—and many of their par-
ents used muscle power to get to school. Did you miss out? Don’t 
fret. More WB2S days are coming. The next one is Tuesday, 
November 17. In fact, there will be a WB2S day every 
month. Some will be announced and some will be surprises. If you 
live too far from Franklin, consider walking or biking from a 
friend’s house that lives closer. It’s good for you and the environ-

ment—and fun! 

Thanks to Lisa Brown for coordinating WB2S for Franklin, and to 
the many volunteers, both students and parents, who volunteer 

regularly with the safety patrol.   

Sold-Out Magic Show Returns to LaSells 

The show twice-voted as ―The No. 1 Family Friendly Show in Las 
Vegas,‖ with master illusionist Garry Carson, returns to the 
LaSells Stewart Center in Corvallis on Thursday, Oct. 29. Pro-
ceeds from the show will benefit the Corvallis ―Student Opportu-
nity for Success Fund‖ which provides each Corvallis school with 
funds to help students participate more fully in educational ac-
tivities. Tickets are on sale now for $20 and are expected to sell 
out again this year. They can be purchased at most schools, All 
About Kids, Gracewinds Music, or online at the Corvallis Public 
School Foundation’s website, www.cpsfoundation.org. This is a 
project of the Corvallis Public School Foundation working to-

gether with parents from several schools. 

Time for Teacher Conferences 

Middle school conference sign-up sheets will be available in the 
school office starting Monday, October 19. Sign up for 7-minute 
time slots with each of your student’s teachers. Sign ups are on a 

first come, first served basis.  

Middle school conference days and times are: 

 

Wed 10/28 4:00pm - 7:30pm 

Thur 10/29  8:00pm - 4:30pm 

Fri 10/30  8:00am -11:00am 

 

Want to  carpool?  

Sign up on the carpool clip-

board in the office. 
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Cross Country Team Sets a Fast Pace 
Congratulations to the Franklin Cross Country team and 
Coach Greg Gorchels. Fifteen 5th to 8th-grade Franklin stu-
dents are running this year, having fun and working hard as 
they train. The 5th/6th grade division runs a 2K race and the 
7th/8th grade runs a 3K. They've done well in the first two 
meets and look forward to several more coming up this 
month. The last meet, held in Stayton on Oct 8, was attended 
by 15 other middle school teams with over 160 runners. 
Come cheer the team on at their next meet at Avery Park at 
11:00 am this Saturday, October 17th! For more details 
about running times, look up Franklin on www.athletic.net. 
  
The Franklin team consists of: 5th graders Spencer Nelson and 
Ward Nelson; 6th graders Allie Cunningham, Alex Gale, 
Theodore Gorchels, Emma Kane, and Andrew Woods; 7th 
graders Damian Byington, Hattie Greydanus, Becky Luh, and 
Joseph Shim; and 8th graders Kindra Gütt, Alex Nelson, Joe 
Potts, and Maddie Watts. Kudos to all of them for setting a 
fast pace as they take on this extra challenge and to Coach 

Gorchels, who puts in many hours each week to train, encour-

age, and support the team. 
 

Friends, FUN  & Fitness!  
The Corvallis Parks & Recreation Department is currently reg-
istering for its fall volleyball program. This program teaches 
the skills of this wonderful sport in a positive, relaxed setting 
while spending time with friends and classmates. Flyers are 

available in the school office for more information.  
 

October Teacher Appreciation Lunch  
Help show our wonderful Franklin teachers and staff how 
much you appreciate their work with our children. We will be 
providing an appreciation lunch for them on October 29 (a 
conference day). You can help by bringing a crockpot of 
soup, bread, green salad, a fruit or vegetable tray, or a 
dessert. The food will need to be dropped off by 11 am, but 
some items could be dropped off the day before. To sign up, 

contact Beth Nelson, nelsonfam5@comcast.net or 753-1701.  

OSU Science and Engineering Workshop 
for Middle School Girls 
All 6th, 7th, and 8th grade girls and their parents are invited 
to attend a FREE workshop called ―Discovering the Scientist 
Within.‖ This event will be held at Oregon State University on 
Saturday, November 7, from 8:15 am - 1:15 pm. The morn-
ing includes fun, hands on activities, and the opportunity to 
meet successful woman engineers, doctors, veterinarians, re-
search scientists, and university professors. Field trips to sci-

ence labs at OSU will introduce girls to a variety of careers 
in science and engineering. Parents are welcome to attend 
tours and/or the parent workshop which is designed to give 
parents tips for encouraging their daughters in science and 

engineering careers. 

Register online at https://www.regonline.com/
discovering_the_scientist_within. Registration deadline is 
10/30 and limited to the first 100 girls.  More information 

will be e-mailed after you register. 

 

 

 

From the Desk of the Principal…. “Dr. K.”  

Jog -a-Thon:   Well, a deal is a deal.  I 
promised the students that if they met our 
goal of fundraising in the Jog-a-Thon I 
would dye my hair.  We even had a vote in 
the cafeteria with many colors listed.  Their 
overwhelming choice?  Orange!  When I 

learned that we achieved 103% of our goal I knew I had to visit 
the store to buy a can of orange hair coloring.  All I could find 
was neon orange, but a deal is a deal and I am having an or-
ange hair day!  I want to thank the students for a great effort of 
jogging around the track, the volunteers for their great assis-
tance, and the PTA coordinators Tere Magana and Lisa Stew-
art for their wonderful efforts in organizing this fun(d) event!  
Thanks, too, to PE teacher Travis Johnson for helping manage 
the run with all of the students.  Congratulations to the kinder-
garten class for winning the ñGolden Shoeò having raised the 
most money of all the grades at Franklin.   
Teacher Conferences:  The end of the month will be a short 

week for students, but a long week for teachers.  Itôs time for 
teachers to meet with parents to discuss the educational pro-
gress of your children.   We look forward to these opportunities 
to talk about our students and the work that they do in the 
classroom.  It is also a good time to consider the social aspects 
of schooling and discuss behavioral traits and conduct at the 
school as well as the academics.   The upcoming parent/teacher 
conferences dates are set (depending upon the teacher and 
grade level) for Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, October 28, 
29 & 30.  Elementary sign-ups are in the elementary hallway; 
middle level sign-ups are in the front lobby.  If you cannot ac-
cess these lists, call the front office to schedule a time.  
If you choose to not meet with teachers on these days it is en-
tirely your prerogative.   If you take a trip or schedule a vacation 
on these days you essentially give up your opportunity to meet 
for a conference with the teacher.   Also, while we are sensitive 
to the students with split families, because of time constraints 
we can provide only one conference per student.  We trust that 
families will come together to focus on the child during the con-
ference time to ensure that parents or guardians receive the 
same information at the same time.   Thanks for your under-
standing and cooperation with this issue.  
Transfer Window Opens  While we are still in the first quarter 
of schooling,  November 2nd is the opening of the transfer win-
dow for next school year, 2010-2011.  Our goal is to ensure that 
every available seat is occupied next year, thus ensuring that we 
receive the maximum resources to educate all of the students.  
To that end I ask that parents to initiate conversations with 
friends and neighbors, especially those that have or will have a 
middle level student, asking them to visit the school and experi-
ence the benefits of a K-8 Core Knowledge School of Choice.  It 
is imperative that we build Franklin School to full strength next 
year.  The budget process is also beginning and more informa-
tion will be coming to you soon.  

Parent Volunteer Needed For TAG Advisory Committee.   
If you are interested in serving as Franklinôs parent representa-
tive on the on the Corvallis School Districtôs TAG Advisory Com-
mittee, e-mail or call me.  The position is currently vacant!  

NEXT POPCORN FRIDAYS: 

Nov. 6 & Nov. 20 

http://www.athletic.net/
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