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                                          Upcoming Events 

9/21  Lego Robotics info meeting 

9/26  Back-to-School BBQ 

9/28  Elementary Strings KickOff 

10/2  Popcorn Friday /  Jog-A-Thon 

 

From the Desk of the Principal…. “Dr. K.”  

Parents and Guardians, THANK YOU, so much for …… 

 Preparing your students for a great opening week. 

 Your attendance at the Curriculum nights. 

 Your commitment to high standards! 

 Your continued support of Franklin School. 

 
Franklin School opened last week under sunny blue skies and lots 
of enthusiasm from staff, students, and—as they were driving 
away from school—smiling, happy parents!  It was good to re-
connect with many of you at the PTA Opening Day social event   
and I look forward to a great school year with your children.  I 
want to thank the PTA and parent volunteers for all of their help 
in assistance in organizing events for the new students and for 

provide a great welcoming atmosphere. 

Despite our very successful first week we begin the year with 
significant economic challenges. The recession affected Oregon’s 
ability to fund education and the difficulty filters down to each 
school in the state including Franklin. Our ability to operate the 
school and provide the very best educational opportunities for 
the students with available resources asks all of us to be creative 
and diligent.  When we put together our budget last year we 
envisioned a school with 344 students. The district provided us 
with available funds based on this forecast. Additionally, we 
were permitted to carry over 100% of our discretionary funds 

that we saved from last year to build this year’s budget.   

Teachers responded to the belt tightening measures and we set 
aside a total of $27,061 to apply toward the budget this year.  
However, our enrollment is low at the middle level grades and 
we only have 317 students enrolled.  Thus, we are in a position 
of having to give back approximately $40,000 from our funds 
to the district to make up for deficiency in student numbers.  As a 
school of choice community we need to strategically respond this 
challenge.  One of the ways that you can help in this process is 
through our Core Knowledge Site Council.  We need your think-

ing and resourcefulness to help the school through these tough 
times.  Please consider attending a council meeting (first  

Thursday of the month at 3:00pm). 

In addition to Site Council, there are many opportunities to be-
come involved.  This is your school!  Help all of us provide the 
opportunities to our students so that they can have a great ex-
perience and do their very best to learn and grow.  I look for-
ward to seeing all of you and your children next Friday, Sep-
tember 25th, for the annual Back to School Barbeque.  Wear 

your finest western wear and join the fun!  

 

Welcome from the Franklin PTA 

To all the new families at Franklin, welcome! We are glad 
to have you here and welcome your involvement in the Frank-
lin community.  To all returning families, thank you for 
your past support!  Those of us on the PTA would welcome 

your input on how to make Franklin a better place and want 
very much for you to be involved. We appreciate the small-
est things that you may think are insignificant. Every little bit 
helps to make our school the best it can be.  I am looking 
forward to a great year working with you.  

                            —Rachel George, PTA President Elect 

Fall RoundUp Back-to-School BBQ 

Friday September, 25th from 6-8pm. Round up your West-
ern attire, your families and picnic blankets and come enjoy 
an evening of good food and friendship, and Western Style 
games and entertainment for the whole family. We will be 
providing the burgers, hot dogs, condiments, and drinks. 
Based on your last names, PLEASE bring a side dish or dessert 
to share:  
      A-M side dish, N-Z dessert.   
If you would like to volunteer in any way 
to help with this event, please contact:   

Lisa Davis, 754-4223, or Melissa Allen, 760-1431. 

Popcorn Fridays will begin October 2nd and occur on 

the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month through 2009. We’ll 
switch to 2nd and 4th Fridays in 2010. This schedule gives us 
six more days of popcorn by working around no school days! 
A bag of delicious, freshly popped corn is just 25 cents. 
Teachers collect the money from their students on Popcorn 
Friday and the popcorn is delivered at morning break. We 
need parent volunteers to help with the popping. We rotate 
so you do not need to be available for all popcorn Fridays. If 
interested, please contact Chris Carlson at 754-7924 or  

chrisacarlson@comcast.net. 

             Elementary Strings KickOff Night  

                       is Monday, September 28th, in the Corvallis  
                        High School Auditorium, from 7-8:30 pm. This 
                      is a chance to meet the teachers, hear instru- 
                   ment demonstrations, register for class, rent an  
                   instrument if you need one, and pick up the  
                   appropriate book and CD. Elementary Strings is 
open to all 3rd through 5th grade students. Though it is a fee
-based program, no one is ever denied admission due to lack 
of funds. Look for fliers to come home with your students mid-
September with more information. For questions or concerns 

before then, contact Kathleen Smith, 766-4903.  



Shop with Scrip! 

Scrip is an unusual fundraiser because businesses, not you, contrib-
ute money to Franklin School.  How does this work?  You order gift 
cards from any of hundreds of businesses, Franklin PTA purchases 
those gift cards at a discount and the difference is money earned 
by Franklin!  Fred Meyer, Starbucks, and American Dream Pizza 

are just some of the many stores & restaurants available. 

What should you do?  Think about where you already spend 
money, then buy scrip for those places.  You don't spend any ex-
tra money but Franklin gets money for teacher training, technol-

ogy, books, and other school needs. 

Print your order form here: http://www.csd509j.net/Franklin/
Attachments_school_year_09-10/scrip/

Franklin_SCRIP_Order_Form_06sept09.pdf 

Orders are taken every other week. For more info or to help  
volunteer with order taking, contact: 
Aruna Kumar arunampc@gmail.com, 908-4003, or  

Michael Kim michael_k828@msn.com, 745-6790. 

 

Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis Sept. News 

The Clubhouse After-School Program is open to all MEMBERS, 

grades 1-12, 2:45 p.m.–7:00 p.m.  Cost is $25/year. 

The Club PLUS After-School Program is required for all kindergar-
ten students this year.  It is open to children in grades K-3, provid-
ing a more structured environment for younger members.  Cost is 

$60/month plus current membership. 

The N.E.E.D. (Non-school Extended Enrichment Days) program will 
replace the S.T.O.P. program this year as a more affordable op-
tion for parents who need a safe place for their children to go on 

non-school days.  Cost is $23/child/day with a maximum cost of 
$46/family/day, regardless of family size, plus current member-
ship.  7:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m., grades K-5.  Any member can attend 
the program on non-school days after 1:00 p.m. for no additional 

fee.  Registration begins in Sept. for Oct. 9, 12, & 28-30. 

A Cub Scout Pack (grades 1-5) meets at the Club.  Contact Mike 
Dempsey at 760-9870 or dempseyzoo@hotmail.com for more 

information. 

Special Event: On September 18th, celebrate National Day for 

Kids with a BBQ at the Club! 

Register for all programs online at www.bgccorvallis.org. 

 

Jog-A-Thon Fundraiser October 2nd 

This fun run is organized by the Franklin PTA to raise funds to 
support the purchase of technology and classroom materials 
for our students. For HP families, a 3 to 1 match is available 
as part of the HP Gift In Kind International program ($25 
minimum pledge).  This exciting event also encourages our 
students to be physically active and healthy.  Students will run 

on October 2nd—Rain or Shine.  

Our 2009 goal is to raise $7000.  With 225 families, this is 
possible if each family raises $30. If we reach our school 
goal, Dr. K will dye his hair pink for the Jog-a-thon awards 

assembly. Other prizes include:                                    

* The Golden Shoe Award!: This special shoe will be 
awarded to the class that raises the most money. Win-
ners will celebrate with root beer float party. Last year 

the 1st graders won the shoe. Can they do it again? 

* Top Fundraisers: The five students who raise the most 
money will go out to lunch with Dr. K AND receive some 

fantastic prizes. 

* Top runners: The girl and boy from each class (two each 
from middle school grades) who run the most laps will 

receive fabulous gift certificates. 

Pledge packets are coming home with Franklin Students To-

day! Look for details. 
 

Keep Fine Arts in Our Core Curriculum 

Because of reduced funding from the state, our fundraising 
efforts this year are more important than ever. Franklin’s 
Core Curriculum stresses fine arts and we are all working 
hard to maintain the level of instruction in spite of the econ-
omy. A key element of this is our ―hour a month‖ direct dona-
tion drive. We ask that each household contribute just one 
hour of minimum wage ($8.40) per month, or $84 for the 
year. For about the same price as five Woodstock’s pizzas, 
you can help fund your child’s art instruction for a year. We 
made a good start in the spring and now need to keep the 

ball rolling. 

Please make your tax-deductible donation through the Cor-
vallis Public Schools Foundation today! Use a credit card and 
donate online at www.cpsfoundation.org.  You can donate 
$84 all at once or set up a recurring monthly donation.  Se-
lect ―RESTRICTED‖ and indicate ―Franklin School Fine Arts‖ in 
the ―restrictions‖ field. Or write a check 
and indicate Franklin School Fine Arts on 

 it, payable to:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$25 Optional Consumables Fee 
Franklin teachers make use of consumable (that is, non reuse-
able) workbooks to help meet instructional goals for students.  
All of the middle level schools ask each parent to consider a 
voluntary contribution of $25 to the school to help defray 
these costs.  This is very important in light of our budget situa-
tion.  Please consider contributing $25 to this fund.  
Thanks….see Gail Eby in the main office with your check 

made out to Franklin School.   Thanks so much!!! 

Send you tax deductable contribu-
tion to: 
Corvallis Public Schools Foundation 

1555 SW 35th 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
(541) 757-5857 

SCRIP Order Process  
 

 Complete order form and attach a check  
payable to Franklin PTA, with ñScripò noted on 
check.   

 Place in  lock boxes located in elementary and 
main hallways.  

 Pick up orders one week later. Orders placed 
by Friday, Sept. 18, will be available for pick up 
Friday, Sept. 25. 

 

http://www.csd509j.net/Franklin/Attachments_school_year_09-10/scrip/Franklin_SCRIP_Order_Form_06sept09.pdf
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Parks and Rec Fall Opportunities Abound! 

Punt Pass and Kick Contest. Saturday, Sept. 19, at Garfield 
Park. For youth ages 8 - 15, this is your chance to come and test 
your punting, passing, and kicking skills against your friends and 
classmates in this FREE, Fun, NFL sponsored football activity. Boys 
& girls compete in separate age and gender groups. Local  
winners advance to the sectional competition with the possibility of 
competing at an NFL game. An NFL registration form is required 
and will be available at the Parks and Recreation Office.   

Registration begins at 11:00 am; the contest begins at 11:30 am.  

Introduction to Flag Football for grades 1 – 3.   
Football fun on Saturday mornings! Learn the  
basic skills and enjoy game situations.   

Oct. 10 - Nov. 14. 

Fall Flag Football for grades 3 – 5.   
Teams will be formed at each school  
with practices right after school,  

twice a week and games on Saturday mornings. Players will  

receive free flags and a belt to keep.  Oct. 5 - Nov. 20 . 

Elementary School Volleyball for grades 3 – 5.  Learn a life long 
sport! Girls and boys learn the skills that make volleyball fun. 
Teams from each school practice twice a week and play games on 

Saturday mornings.  Oct. 5 - Nov. 20 

Middle School Volleyball for grades 6 – 8.  Learn basic volley-
ball skills, rules, and strategy. Play against other middle school 
teams in Corvallis.  Teams from each school practice twice a week 

and play games on Saturday mornings. Oct. 5 - Nov. 20 

OSU Volleyball Skills Clinic for grades 4 – 8.  Join the OSU Vol-
leyball Team for a clinic to learn fundamental volleyball skills. 
New and intermediate players are encouraged for this free 

event. Oct. 7 from 4 – 6 pm. Registration is required by Oct. 2nd. 

More information about all of these opportunities will be avail-
able in our fall activity guide and at the Parks & Recreation  
Department office.  Call 766-6918 or visit the office in the west 

end of Avery Park. 

LBCC 10-Week Parenting Program 

Linn-Benton Community College is offering a 10-week program 
for parents of children ages 3 to 10 on raising responsible  
children. Learn how to promote positive behavior and help your 
child do better in school. Make clear family rules that your child 
will follow. Free childcare available. Tuition $69 but scholarships 
are available. Every Thursday, October 8 through December 17, 
from 6pm to 8pm, at Jefferson Elementary (Circle Blvd. and 27th 

St.) For scholarship info or to register for class and childcare, call 

LBCC, 917-4949. 

Accelerated Reader Volunteers Needed 

The Accelerated Reader program needs a few more volunteers to 
help monitor tests in the computer lab.  This is a 40-minute  
commitment once a week.  For more details or to volunteer,  

contact Melissa Allen at melbentleyallen@gmail.com. 

Preparing for Flu Season 

District officials have been working with the Benton County Health 
Department throughout the summer to prepare for the upcoming 
flu season. Because it’s so contagious, the flu is always a concern 
but health care workers are being more proactive than usual be-
cause a resurgence of the H1N1 (swine flu) virus is likely this fall. 
 
A number of fliers, tip sheets and other resources will be distrib-
uted to families in coming weeks through the school and on the 
district’s Web site www.csd509j.net. These will include specific tips 
for how to protect your family from the flu virus and steps to take 
in case someone in your family gets sick or in a worst case  
scenario, the spread of the virus prompts a school closure. 
 
The primary message continues to be: Wash your hands often with 
soap and water. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when 
you sneeze or cough, or if you don’t have a tissue, use the ―sneeze 
in your sleeve‖ technique. Also, keep sick students at home! They 
should not return to school until at least 24 hours after a fever of 
100 degrees or higher is gone without the use of medication. 
 
 

How to Make Sure You Stay Informed 

This first Franklin Phoenix is being printed in hardcopy to make sure 
that our communication gets off to everyone. However, most of the 
PTA communication this year will be electronic in order to save 
money. To ensure that your family receives all the PTA communica-

tion, there are several things you need to do: 

First, make sure you are signed up for the Franklin listserve. If you 
have not received any emails yet, then you need to sign up to make 
sure you don't miss anything. We try not to send out too many mes-
sages, but there will be at least one each week reminding you about 
upcoming events, telling you about volunteer needs, etc. If you are 
not on the listserve, you will miss out. There are two ways to sign 

up:  

1) Send an email to Franklin-news-request@maillist.peak.org with 

the word "subscribe" in the text, or  

2) Go to http://maillist.peak.org/mailman/listinfo/franklin-news and 
type your email address into the appropriate line. Then click on 
the "Subscribe" button. With either choice, you will need to reply to 

the email confirming that you want to be on the listserve.  

You also need to become familiar with our Franklin School website, 
a great resource for information. Go to http://www.csd509j.net/
franklin/index.htm) and look around. There is a lot of information 
there, including contact information for staff, SCRIP order forms, and 
much more.  The newsletter will be posted there every other week, 
and you will also be able to find copies of previous issues. In the 
"Stay Informed" section, there is even a link to help you sign up eas-

ily for the listserve. 

If you do not have easy access to the Internet and need a hard copy 
of the newsletter, please send a request to the front office. We can 
get a paper copy to you--preferably by sending it home with your 
student, but mailing it if necessary. We also plan to post the newslet-
ter regularly on the bulletin boards at Franklin. 

mailto:melbentleyallen@gmail.com
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Enrichment & 

Intervention Options 

Franklin School  

K ì8 Core Knowledge  

At the heart of our Franklin program is the commitment to ensure that every 

student learns the essential skills and key concepts of our Core Knowledge 

curriculum.  To accomplish this goal we are initiating a new program every 

Friday that provides additional assistance for students in need of further 

direct instruction.  Also, we will be providing enrichment opportunities and 

incentives for students to achieve at their highest possible level.  The selec-

tion of these enrichment activities is ongoing, but might include things 

such as Science Olympics, Geography Bee, Math Counts,             

recreational activities and tourna-

ments, and various arts and crafts.  

The structure of Fabulous Friday 

will give students a chance to ex-

perience a variety of enrichment 

activities or/and receive additional 

instruction as needed. 

We can use your creative assistance:  

contact by e-mail, in person or phone: 

gerry.kosanovic@corvallis.k12.or.us 

Come into the main office to sign up 

or call in you have questions! 

Fabulous Friday Hours:  1:25 

pmñ2:30 pm  Every Friday 

beginning September 25th 

Franklinõs 

Fabulous 

Friday  

Seeking Volunteers to teach for one hour, such as: 

   Guitar Playing/Music or classical appreciation 

   Mad Science or astronomy or rocketry 

   Dance or movement or sports skills 

    World Cultures or languages 

    Computer programming or art or crafts 

    Chess/board games or  careers skills 

    Creative writing or  photography or  media skills 

   é..anything/everything for middle level students! 

Call Main Office:  757-5747 

Contact Franklin 

School  Now! 


