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 Principalôs Corner 
 

Dear Hoover Community, 
 
Itôs no secret that Hoover is a 
strong and positive learning 
environment for children.  We are 
all aware of the schoolôs success 
on state and national tests that 
measure studentsô performance 
in reading and math.   The 
combination of family support, 
student motivation, and strong 
teaching contribute to our 
academic success.   It is 
something for which we are and 
should be proud.   
 
However, there is an area that we 
are weaker than I believe we 
should be ï writing.  Ninety-five 
percent or more of our students 
meet or exceed the standards on 
the Knowledge & Skills 
assessments, which are in a 
multiple choice format.   Student 
success rate in writing are well 
below that mark.  Because of this 
fact, the Hoover staff has 
identified writing as a focus area 
in our work for this year.    
 
We are reviewing our instructional 
practices and curriculum to be 
sure we are working in an aligned 
manner toward clear and 
appropriate common writing 
goals.  We have spent much of 
our professional development 
time this year focusing on writing 
and will continue to do so into 
next year.  Every teacher has 
taken on the responsibility of 
placing a stronger focus on 
writing.  
 
 

 
 I am confident we will develop a 
strong Kindergarten through 5

th
 

grade writing program at Hoover 
that will result in much more 
success for our students in 
writing.   We all know that there is 
no greater motivator for students 
than success!    
 
As with any area of learning, it is 
when the home and school join 
forces that we see the most 
growth.  We invite our Hoover 
parents to take more time to 
focus on their childrenôs writing 
and to work with the teachers on 
strategies and activities you can 
do at home to develop strong 
writing skills.   
 
In the simplest terms, just give 
your children the time and tools to 
be writers.  Take advantage of 
natural opportunities to 
encourage writing: a journal on a 
trip, a personal diary, an 
imaginary story, or writing facts 
about favorite topics are all ways 
you can encourage your children 
to write.   
 
All of us know that writing has 
become a lost art for many in our 
highly technologically driven 
world.   People of all ages read 
and write less than was done in 
the past.  For many, writing is too 
often boiled down to brief e-mails 
or texting in codes anyone over 
40 years of age canôt decipher!    
 
Iôm not saying either are the 
cause of our writing woes, but 
they certainly are symptoms of 
this problem.  Texting and e-mail 
have their place, but they are not 
a substitute for meaningful  

 
 

 
writing.   One of the most basic 
forms of writing, the simple hand 
written thank you note, has 
become much less common.  
How many Hoover parents still 
expect their children to write a 
thank you note when they receive 
a gift from a friend or relative?   I 
hope many of you do.    
 
Whenôs the last time you wrote a 
letter to a loved one or friend 
(other than the annual holiday 
letter!)?   As is true with so much 
in raising children, it is more 
about what you do and less about 
what you say.  If parents take 
time to write, they are likely to see 
their children also do more 
writing.   
 
Writing is a complicated task with 
many variations and nuances.   It 
is more than just good spelling, 
proper punctuation and legible 
handwriting.  Good writing 
involves knowing oneôs audience, 
structuring ideas meaningfully, 
editing and re-writing ï all 
challenging tasks.   I struggled 
with each of those factors as I 
wrote this letter today.   Good 
writing is hard work!     
 
I have no doubt at all that our 
students can and should be just 
as successful in their writing as 
they are in other academic areas.  
By working collaboratively, this 
will surely be our result in the 
coming years.   Keep on writing! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Bryan Traylor, Principal 
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  Attendance Policies  
and Procedures 

 
If your child will be absent, please 
call the Hoover Office at 757-
5958 before 9:00 a.m. on the day 
of the absence. 
 
If your child arrives late or will 
leave early for any reason, please 
have them check in and out at the 
Hoover Office before going to 
class or leaving campus.   
 
Your student may be excused 
from school due to illness, 
medical/dental appointments, 
religious observances, family 
emergencies, and pre-arranged 
trips and vacations.  Please keep 
in mind that absences and tardies 
due to oversleeping, babysitting, 
missing the bus, or ñslow-startò 
mornings are not considered 
excused. 
 
 

    Early Arrival 
to School 

 
All students who arrive at school 
prior to 8:10 am need to go to the 
gym.  When the bell rings at 8:10, 
students will be released to the 
classrooms.   
 
Students should not line up 
outside their classroom doors or 
enter their classrooms as 
teachers need this uninterrupted 
time to prepare for the day's 
classes.  
 
Also, any student arriving on 
campus prior to 8:00 am should 
be participating in the fee-based 
before-school care program.  This 
program allows students to arrive 
as early as 7:30 am.  The fee is 
$25.00 per child/per month or 
families can pay a drop-in rate of 
$2.00 per day/per child. 
 
 

   Hoover Listserv 
 
A great way to receive 
information at Hoover School is 
through the LISTSERV.  The 
LISTSERV is used to share 
general school information as well 
as communicate emergency 
information and closures. 
 
To be added to the Hoover 
LISTSERV, please follow the 
directions below. 
 
Register password on Listserv: 

1. Go to http://listserv.csd 
509j.net/listserv/ 

2. Click ñRegister on Listservò 
3. Enter email address 
4. Enter desired password (twice) 
5. Click Register Password 
6. Open email sent from listserv and 

click on confirmation link 
 
Subscribe/Unsubscribe Listserv: 

1. Go to http://listserv. csd509j. 
net/listserv/ 

2. Click on ñList Archivesò 
3. Click on HOOVER Parents  
4. Select ñJoin or leave the listò 
5. Enter your name and email 

address 
6. Select ñJoinò or ñLeaveò at 

the bottom of the screen. 
7. If joining, the listserv 

administrator will confirm 
your registration before you 
will receive any emails from 
the list. 

 
For more information or 
assistance, please contact Marcy 
Hermens, Hoover secretary, at 
757-5958 

 
   

  Hooverôs Website: 

 
The Hoover Staff maintains a 
wonderful website with lots of 
valuable information. Book-mark 
it today and check it frequently! 
http://www.csd509j.net/hoover 

 
   

 Hoover Chess Club 
 
Hoover Schoolôs Chess Club has 
been waiting to get started while 
the leader, Stacey Mitchell, has 
been spending time with her new 
baby. 
 
Good news!  Chess Club is ready 
to get started again with a new 
modified schedule in January. 
 
Stacey Mitchell will continue to be 
the Chess Club leader at Hoover.  
Her phone number is 908-5113. 
 
The planned schedule is every 
other Tuesday from 6-8 pm in the 
Hoover Library. 
 
Chess Club dates for the 2008-
2009 school year are: 
 
January 20

th
 

February 3
rd

 
February 17

th
 

March 3
rd

 
March 17

th
 

March 31
st
 

April 14
th
 

April 28
th
 

May 12
th
 

May 26
th
  

 
Again, these meeting dates are 
ALL on Tuesdays from 6-8 p.m. 
 
CHESS CLUB IS FREE ï No 
Need to sign up in advance! 
 

 

TRY TABLE TENNIS!  
 

The Hoover Table Tennis 
Club meets every Tuesday 

and Saturday from 7:15 ð 9:00 
pm (except holidays) in the 

Hoover gym.  
 

This club is free to everyone.  
Children 10 & under  must be 

accompanied by an adult.  

http://listserv/
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 OSU Bone Research 
Skeletal Health in 

8-12 Year Old Girls 
 
The Oregon State University 
Bone Research Laboratory is 
recruiting 8-12 year old girls from 
the Corvallis community to 
participate in a control group. 
 
WHO: 8-12 year old girls NOT 
planning to participate in any 
organized team sports for the 
next 9-months 
 
WHAT: Participants will have 
their hip, spine and whole body 
bone mineral content assessed 
free of charge.  In addition 
questionnaires will assess 
nutritional status, physical activity 
behaviors, and health history. 
These tests will be done during 8 
visits to the lab (2 visits at 
baseline, 3-months, 6-months, 
and 9-months).  Participants will 
also be asked to wear an 
accelerometer for 7-days to 
objectively assess physical 
activity on four separate 
occasions. 
 
WHERE: Testing will occur at the 
OSU Bone Research Laboratory.  
 
All participants who complete the 
study will receive a $25 voucher 
to put towards any KidSpirit 
program!!! 
 
Interested? Contact Stasi 
Kasianchuk at  (603)733-6631 
or Dr. Kathy Gunter at (541)737-
1405. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Early Release 
Reminder 

 
Donôt forget that Wednesday 
February 11

th
 is an early release 

day throughout the Corvallis 
School District!   
 
All students will be released from 
school three hours early.  Hoover 
School will release ALL 
students at 11:35 a.m. Lunch 
will be served to students before 
they are dismissed. 
 
Bus transportation will be 
available as usual, but parents 
will need to make sure children 
are supervised once they get 
home. Students who typically 
participate in after-school 
programs through the Boys & 
Girls Club of Corvallis will begin 
those activities three hours early. 
 
The purpose of the early release 
day is to allow teachers to attend 
training events during the 
afternoon to enhance their 
teaching skills and deepen their 
understanding of curriculum and 
material used with students. A 
second early release day is set 
for May 20. 
 
The Boys & Girls Club offers a 
drop-in program for families who 
need assistance with child care 
for their student(s) on early 
release days. Call 757-1909 for 
more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Medication at School 
 
All medication, including cough 
drops, must be turned into the 
office with a completed Medical 
Authorization/Administration 
Form.   District policy states that 
we need to have the medication 
in the original container, and if it 
is a prescription, the 
label must be attached to the 
container. 

 
 

  Presidentsô Day Will 
be a School Day 

 
Schools in the Corvallis School 
District will be open on 
February 16

th
 (Presidents Day) 

to make up for one of the school 
days lost during the week of 
December 15

th
 ï 19

th
 due to snow 

closures. The date appears on 
the 2008-09 school calendar as a 
non-school day for students and 
school staff, but the district had 
always reserved the day as a 
possible snow make-up day. 
 
District officials are still 
considering whether to delay the 
end of the school year to replace 
the other two days that school 
was canceled due to inclement 
weather last month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

January 14
th
 3:00 p.m. Site Council Meeting in Hoover Library 

January 19
th
   NO SCHOOL ï Holiday 

January 22
nd

 7:45 ï 8:15 am Free Breakfast Day in Hoover Cafeteria 

January 26
th
   NO SCHOOL ï Grading / End of Semester 

January 27
th
   NO SCHOOL ï Staff Development Day 

February 10
th
 7:00 p.m. HPTO Meeting in Hoover Library 

February 10
th
 3:00 p.m. Site Council Meeting in Hoover Library 

February 11
th
 11:35 a.m. Early Release Day ï School releases 3 hours early 

February 16
th
 YES WE ARE IN SCHOOL TODAY (was a no school day) 

 

January 
Lifeskill: 

 

Patience 
 

Talk with your child about 
ways you both can use 
this lifeskill every day! 
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  Parking Lot 
Problems Persist! 

 
It is imperative that everyone who 
comes and goes from Hoover 
School understand the rules of 
order and legal requirements 
associated with both pedestrian 
and vehicle traffic on and near 
our school campus.   
 
We are seeing an increase in 
incidents that either unsafe for or 
discourteous to others.   In the 
past week we have had at least 
two instances of bicyclists on 
Walnut nearly being hit by cars 
turning in to our parking lot.   
 
Please review and follow the 
following points: 
 
1. Your speed should never 

exceed 10 mph.  Even when 

you have an open lane in 

front of you.  Slow is safe! 

2. Pedestrians need to cross 

at the Safety Patrol-staffed 

crosswalk during the 

morning drop-off time and 

the afternoon pick-up time.  

The cross walk at the west 

end of the parking lot can be 

used at any other time.   

3. When turning in to the school 

parking lot off of Walnut 

Blvd., cars musts check for 

bikes coming toward them 

and/or up behind them in 

the bike lane.  Bikes do have 

the right of way.  You should 

check your mirror and to be 

safe; do an over the shoulder 

check as well.  Bicyclists are 

advised to be defensive 

riders when approaching the 

parking lot entrance and all 

intersections on Walnut. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. There is no unloading of 

children or picking up of 

children from the third lane 

(the lane closest to the 

parallel parked cars).  The 

third lane is a flow through 

lane.  If you are unable to get 

in to the second lane or the 

curb lane then you need to 

circulate through the parking 

lot on to Walnut and re-enter 

at the west end.  As the traffic 

thins you will be able to 

merge in to the second or 

curb lane and be able to pick-

up or drop-off your children. 

 
More to come next monthé 

 
 

  DRESS FOR THE 
WEATHER 

 
Winter is here and the weather is 
frequently cold and rainy.  
Despite the weather, students 
ALWAYS go outside for morning 
recess and lunch recess for much 
needed fresh air and exercise.  
 
Please make sure your student is 
sent to school with a coat, hat 
and gloves. This makes their time 
outside much more enjoyable. 
 
It is also a GREAT idea to write 
your childôs name inside their 
coats and hats. Too many items 
end up in our Lost and Found 
area in the gym.   
 
Please note:  Items left unclaimed 
will be donated to local agencies 
to provide for those families and 
children who are in need.  
 
 
 
 

 

  Parenting Your 
Middle School Child 

 
Learn how to help your child 
thrive in early adolescence. 
 
Balance an open, supportive 
relationship with positive 
discipline. 
 
Starts Tuesday, January 27

th
  

Six weekly sessions 
6:00 ï 8:00 PM               
 
Free child care provided 
At the Boys & Girls Club of 
Corvallis (1112 NW Circle Blvd) 
 
Cost: $39 ï ask about tuition 
assistance 
 
Led by skilled parent educator 
and counselor, Phoenix Ries, MS, 
LPC. 
 
Join other parents in 
understanding the trials of 
adolescence and how parents 
can nurture and set limits at the 
same time. 
 
For more information, contact 
John Harrison or Diana Gil-
Osorio, at LPMS or Cyrel Gable, 
Family Resources and Education, 
Linn-Benton Community College 
(917-4909). 

Questions about School 

Bus Routes? 
 

Contact First Student Bus 

Company at 791-5320 
 

Tell First Student staff your 
school/ address.  They will help 
you find bus routes and that may 
be available for your child(ren). 

Join us for FREE BREAKFAST DAY on Thursday, January 22
nd

!  Free Breakfast is 

available for all students in the Hoover cafeteria from 7:45 ï 8:15 a.m.  See you there! 
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  Special Education 
Workshops 

 
Elementary to Middle School  
Transition Workshop.  Tips for 
Success.  What others have 
found helpful in navigating Middle 
School. 
 
When:  Tuesday March 3rd, 2009 
at 7:00 PM  
Where: Western View Center, 
35

th
 St. and Philomath Blvd.  

North of the District Office 
 For additional information 
please contact Kathy Eckert-
Mason at 738-2955  or Denise 
Cardinali at 929-2645. 
 
Is Your Child a Target of 
Bullying?  Intervention 
Strategies for Parents of 
Children with Disabilities 
 
When: Tuesday, January 20, 
2009 from 6:30 to 8:30 PM 
Where:  Grace Lutheran Church 
435 NW 21st Street 
Corvallis, Oregon 97330 
 
Register for this FREE workshop. 
Contact: Leah Skipworth, 541-
791-4415 or Toll Free: 1-888-505-
2673, Ext. 214. 

 
 

  Corvallis Parks & 
Recreation Department 

 
Winter Basketball 
Opportunities include: 
 
Introduction to Basketball 
Grade: 1 ï 2.  Boys and girls are 
invited to the gym on Saturday 
mornings to practice skills, learn 
fundamentals, spend time with 
friends and play informal games. 
Parents may be asked to help 
coach.  Jan. 31 - Mar. 7 
Saturdays 9 - 10 am 
$32 Out of city residents / $25 
Corvallis residents 
 

Early Bird Sign Up by January 17, 
2009: $25 out of city / $20 in city 
Location: Adams, Lincoln, 
Jefferson and Hoover Schools 
Instruction: Volunteer Coaches 
 
Basketball Skills Package 
Grades 2 - 5 Min. 6 per school. 
Learn new skills and practice old 
ones. This package includes four 
additional skill building 
sessions, registration in the 
Elementary Basketball program 
and your team t-shirt!. 
Dec. 8 - 11 M - TH 2:45 - 4:15 pm 
$44 out of city residents $35 in 
city residents.  Offered at each 
Elementary School 
Instruction: Volunteer Coaches 
 
Elementary School Basketball 
Grades: 2 - 5 Girls and boys play 
on separate grade level teams to 
learn basic skills, team work and 
rules. Teams practice once a 
week after school and play 
games on Saturdays. Team 
formation is determined by the 
number of registered participants. 
Some travel to Philomath for 
games is possible. 
Practice: Jan. 12 - Mar. 13 Days 
are TBA 2:45 - 4:15 pm 
Games: Jan. 24 - Mar. 14  
Saturdayôs 9 am - 4 pm 
$32 Out of city residents / $25 
Corvallis residents 
Practice Locations: Local 
elementary schools 
Game Locations: Corvallis or 
Philomath Schools 
Instruction: Volunteer Coaches 
 
Elksô Hoop Shoot Competition 
Jan. 17 Saturday 9 - 11 am  
Ages: 8-13 Test your basketball 
free throw skills in a national 
competition for boys and girls. 
Local winners are eligible for 
district contest.   Free! 
Location: Linus Pauling Middle 
School.  Register at the Parks & 
Recreation Department office 
1310 SW Avery Park Drive. 
Phone 766-6918 for more 
information. 

 

 

  Boys and Girls Club 
January News 

 
The Clubhouse After-School 
Program is open to all 
MEMBERS, grades 1-12, 2:45 
p.m.ï7:00 p.m.  Cost is $25/year. 
 
The Club PLUS After-School 
Program is open to MEMBERS in 
grades K-2, providing a more 
structured environment for 
younger members.  Cost is 
$50/month plus $25 basic 
membership. 
 
S.T.O.P. (School Time Off 
Program) is our state certified 
child care program for grades K-5 
on days when there is NO 
SCHOOL.  7:30 a.m.ï6:00 p.m., 
cost is $40/day.  Register now for 
Jan. 19

th
, 26

th
, and 27

th
. 

 
The Club is now open Saturdays 
from 2-5 p.m., pending there is no 
facility rental that weekend. 
Register for all programs online at 
www.bgccorvallis.org. 

 
 

 SCRIP Tips! 
 
Did you know buying SCRIP 
cards helps pay for art class at 
Hoover? 
 
Did you know purchasing SCRIP 
cards makes each company give 
a $$ percentage back directly to 
Hoover? 
 
Did you know SCRIP cards can 
be used to pay for prescription 
charges/copays? 
 
Did you realize that taking the 
extra step of buying SCRIP cards 
will help expand educational 
opportunities to your child? 
 
Please make it part of your 2009 
New Yearôs goals to buy SCRIP 
cards monthly! 


